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Community wrestles with a loss

College, family and friends struggle with Nick Pratico’s death
By Griffin Jones
Senior Reporter

The body of Mercer student
Nicholas Pratico was found in
the woods across Old Trenton Road, dead of an apparent
suicide. Although the suicide
seems to have occurred on September 20, the day Pratico went
missing, according to Hamilton
Police Detective Sergeant Brian
Schroeder, the body was not
discovered until October 23, 33
days later.
Pratico was 18 years
old and planned to attend the
Conservatory for Dramatic Arts
in New York City in the spring,
according to his family. The discovery concluded more than a
month of intensive search efforts by police and volunteers.
On September 20, Mercer security cameras picked up
footage of Nick Pratico pacing
back and forth on the second
ﬂoor between the bookstore
and the Gallery according to
Marysa, and Mark Pratico Sr.,
in a phone interview with the
VOICE shortly after his disappearance. He had just completed his placement tests, attended orientation, and gotten

his student ID.
Marysa reports he had
registered for two ten-week
courses, one Health and Fitness
and one English, and was seemingly waiting for his ride home.
Then he walked down the stairs
to the circle and wasn’t seen
again.
When he didn’t show
up for an audition for West Side
Story, Kelsey Theatre informed
the family of his disappearance,
and the search for him began.
Two days later his ID was found
roughly 150 feet from the Old
Trenton Road entrance to Mercer’s West Windsor campus according to his father.
In an effort to possibly
narrow in on his location police pinged Partico’s phone. The
last location it could be tracked
to was around Mercer’s solar
fields at 3:15 the day he went
missing, according to his sister.
Search efforts were
extensive, and spread as far as
New York City and Philadelphia.
They finally came to an end
when the body was discovered
on October 23. A New Jersey
State Police K9 Unit, together
with Hamilton detectives, were
performing a grid search. They
were on their last grid square of
the day when one of the dogs

picked up a scent and the body
was found.
Another K9 unit from
the Mercer County Sheriff ’s
Office had previously scouted
along Old Trenton Road shortly
after the search efforts began.
At that time no scent was picked
up.
Some locals have questioned why the dogs wouldn’t
have found the scent earlier.
The answer may have to do with
traffic. Angela Snovak writes in
her “Guide to Search and Rescue Dogs” that “Exhaust fumes
could potentially overwhelm a
dog’s ability to pinpoint scent.”
NJ 101.5 reported that
until a week before Pratico’s
body was found, the area the
body was found in was obscured by corn, providing another obstacle to his recovery.
Detective
Sergeant
Brian Schroeder told the VOICE
that, although there has been
no official cause of death as of
yet, Pratico appears to have
died of a “self-inﬂicted injury.”
The detective sergeant also said
no foul play is suspected. The
body showed no signs of having
been moved, and it is believed
that it was there since the day
Pratico died.
See PRATICO page 2
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Newly enrolled Mercer student Nicholas Pratico went missing on
September 20. The last place he was seen was the College’s West Windsor
campus. His body was recovered on October 23 from farmland across
the street from the campus. Pratico was 18 years old and planing to
study Dramatic Arts.

On brink of no conﬁdence vote, faculty relent
By Maria Ramos, Sean O’Connor,
Drew Mumich, Griffin Jones &
Jackson Thompson
Senior Reporters

Full time faculty union members gathered on Thursday Nov.
9, preparing to hold a vote of no
confidence in Mercer president,
Dr. Jianping Wang. Instead they
elected to table the vote.
A vote of no confidence
is essentially a resolution that,
if approved, states that the full
time faculty has no confidence
in Dr. Wang or her ability to run
the school. There are no direct
consequences of the vote, but it
would put pressure on the Board
of Trustees, who are responsible
for Wang’s employment, to act.
Several other New Jersey colleges have faced similar
votes, including Bergen County

Community College in 2014 and
William Paterson in 2016. In both
cases faculty votes of no confidence started a chain of events
that eventually resulted in the removal of the president.
When asked about the
faculty union’s potential vote of
no confidence, Mercer’s Director
of Communication, Jim Gardner
described the possible vote as
“water cooler talk.”
According to faculty
members in attendance at the
union meeting, the decision to
hold off the vote was made as a
good faith effort on the part of the
union to work with the College’s
Board of Trustees to address issues related to the performance
of the president.

PSYCHICS
Underwhelming attendance
at psychic convergence in
Doylestown, PA. PG. 14
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Mercer County Community College President Dr. Jianping Wang (right) participating in a public meeting held
on February 3, 2016 in the Communications Building on the West Windsor campus.

See VOTE page 2
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Death of Nick Pratico shakes community
Continued from page 1

Pratico died.
Ron
Pierson,
who describes himself as
having been “very close”
to Pratico, told The VOICE
that he had tried to stay
in touch with his friend
after they both graduated Notre Dame High
School earlier this year.
He says he had hoped to
go together to a Broadway
show. After missing a call
from Pratico, Pierson says
his attempts to reach back
out went unanswered.
Pierson
described Pratico’s enrollment at Mercer saying:
“His father has a strict
rule for his kids; he wants
them to go to community college first, for discipline.” He noted that Pratico had hoped to pursue
a theater career instead,
saying: “He believed if he
didn’t take that chance
now he wouldn’t get it
again.”
The Pratico family offered a different
perspective. Marysa said
“[Mercer] was kind of
like a way for him to stay
focused, and to stay level
headed. I mean you don’t
want to become a couch
potato...”
She added, “He

REALITY
RUMOR

As information was slow in coming following the disappearance
of Nick Pratico and the discovery of his body, rumors took its
place, propelled by less reputable news outlets and social media
speculation. Now that we know more, here is brief list of clariﬁcations.
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was looking forward to
spending the fall preparing for the Conservatory,
and getting his stuff together.”
Father Jason Parzynski, Chaplain of Notre
Dame High School who
was seen to be a confidant
for Pratico described him
as “laid-back,” but “not a
very public person about
a lot of stuff.”
Father Parzynski
told The VOICE about the
last time he heard from
Pratico. “He gave me a
call two days before he

went missing, asking if we
could talk.”
Father Parzynski says they
planned to meet up at the
Notre Dame soccer game
the next day, but Pratico
said he had a stomache
ache and cancelled. Parzynski noted he never
found out what Pratico
wanted to discuss.
According to Ron
Pierson, Pratico’s best
friend was Coby St. Phard,
who was on Notre Dame’s
soccer team alongside
him. In March 2016, however, St. Phard took his

own life; he stood in front
of an oncoming train.
Pierson says that Pratico
was “incredibly shaken”
by the loss of his friend.
Nicholas Pratico
death sent shockwaves
throughout the Mercer
community. His friends
and acquaintances describe him as a kind
young man with a bright
future.
If you or anyone you know is struggling with feelings of depression
contact the toll-free National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800273-TALK(8255). You are not alone.
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Nick Pratico was murdered.
Hamilton Police Department Detective
Sergeant Schroeder told The VOICE that Pratico’s death seemed to be from “self-inﬂicted
injury” and that no foul play is suspected.
Nick Pratico was found hanging.
Though the Trentonian initially quoted an
unnamed police source that said Pratico was
found hanging, the same article mistakenly
reported that the body was found in Mercer
County Park, indicating overall lack of credibility. Police have not offered any subsequent information supporting this rumor.
The body was moved post-mortem.
The police say there is no reason to believe
that the body was anywhere other than
where it was found.
The death was recent.
The police say “the body showed signs of
having been there for the whole month he
was missing” based on biological signs.

No conﬁdence vote averted, board and union collaborate
Continued from page 1

The night before, the Board of Trustees held a meeting
with union leadership to discuss the vote. Several members of the Board were there, as was Dr. Wang. There, the
union made its complaints known and discussion continued for more than two hours.
The following day, Thursday Nov. 9, the union
president, Professor of Mathematics Art Schwartz, reported back to the faculty, describing the meeting and urging
the vote of no confidence be tabled.
In an interview with The VOICE Professor
Schwartz stated that “I believe tabling the vote of no confidence is in the best interest of the entire college. According to our meeting with a subset of the board, they’ve indicated that they want to work with the faculty and work
with the president to move the college forward in a positive manner.”
Board of Trustees Chairwoman Carol Golden
told The VOICE in a phone interview: “I am hopeful that
there are lines of communication between and among,
the President, and the Board that might be able to help
alleviate the need for a vote of no confidence, because I
think communication and mutual respect among all those
parties needs to be achieved.”
Even before she was hired as President in July of
2015, a number of faculty believed Dr. Wang was too inexperienced for the job.
A faculty member who asked to remain anonymous said: “When she got hired, for faculty it was like a
relationship that began with no trust. She came with her
agenda and that’s it. It’s like I am forced to go out on this
date with someone I don’t know or trust.”
“We didn’t want her. She was the third option.
We were begging the Board of Trustees. We even sent letters to not hire her,” said another faculty member who also
asked not to share their name.
But Dr. Wang faces more than charges of inexperience among some faculty. She has also instituted a
number of controversial policies and changes during her
tenure at Mercer.
In a recent conﬂict Dr. Wang decided to change
the academic calendar for next year, a move that left many
faculty confused. She also did not follow the due process

“I believe tabling the vote of no conﬁdence is in
the best interest of the entire college. According
to our meeting with a subset of the board, they’ve
indicated that they want to work with the faculty
and work with the president to move the college
forward in a positive manner.”
-Union President and Professor of Mathematics Art Schwartz

for making such a move, which would involve bringing it
through the faculty union.
As the union members were discussing whether
or not to table the vote, an email was sent out to faculty
regarding the changes. In the email Dr. Wang responded
to a number of the complaints the union had presented
the night before. She stated “It has come to my attention
recently that there was no input from you all regarding the
newly approved academic calendar.”
According to a faculty member who asked to remain anonymous for fear of job reprisals, “Actually, Dr.
Wang did seek input, that’s the funny thing. Last October
she sent Sue Zambrio, our current acting Vice President,
to present proposals for academic calendar changes to the
Faculty Council on Teaching and Learning.” The faculty
member continued, “Faculty brought up a lot of concerns
and definitely said that it was something that had to be
taken up with the union. [Zambrio] seemed pretty frustrated, like ‘I’m just the messenger’ but she certainly got
the message.”
The changing of the academic calendar is not the
only issue where faculty has expressed a sense of being left
in the dark.
Assistant Professor of Mathematics Kyle Anderson, who told the VOICE he supported a vote of no confidence, and said “I feel like the faculty voice has not been
listened to.” He expressed concerns about the way classrooms were switched around with little mention to professors.

Professor Anderson says “It’s sorts of decisions
like that” he wishes President Wang would have let professors in on.
Another controversial issue occurred in December of 2015, when Dr. Wang reorganized Mercer’s IT department and laid off a number of employees, three of
whom sued the college and in the end of the arbitration
process arbitrator Thomas Hartigan ordered that they be
rehired and given a year of back pay, according to an article by David Foster of The Trentonian.
A source close to the Board, who spoke on condition of anonymity, told The VOICE “The Board has been
disenchanted with [Dr. Wang] ever since they lost the arbitration against the IT employees, and obviously the constant turnover in the office of the VPAA [Vice President of
Academic Affairs].”
The reference to the VPAA concerns the fact that
the college is poised to hire a fifth Vice President in as
many years, following the sudden departure of the most
recent VP, Dr. David Edwards, as reported last month in
The VOICE.
Faculty reactions to Dr. Wang are not all negative
however.
English Professor Carol Friend who is the coordinator of the ESL and Reading programs told The VOICE,
“[Dr. Wang] has done good things too for the college, created many new partnerships with other institutions and
she recognizes that we are in the 21st century which is
good for the school.”
The Board members agreed to hold more regular meetings with the union to ensure progress is made on
all fronts, according to Board member Reverend William
Coleman.
Professor Schwartz said “I expect to see meetings
between the faculty association and Board of Trustees to
be scheduled at least every two months.”
Chief union negotiator and Professor of English
Ed Carmien said of yesterday’s averted vote: “The decision
was taken not to eliminate the decision, but to put it on the
shelf and we can take it back off the shelf at anytime.”
Professor Schwartz said “If we did not go through
this process, we wouldn’t have any communication.”
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Students face mental health crisis...mostly alone
By Maria Ramos
Senior Reporter

Jessica Perez has many responsibilities on her plate in her day
to day, not only as a Mercer student, but also as a mother and
as a worker. Perez is sophomore
studying Digital Film. She says,
“I get very stressed out with
all my classes and then I need
to take care of my kid. But the
worst is that I had to take classes
that aren’t related to my major.
This just brings more stress and
anxiety to my life.”
Perez’s case is typical
for community college students,
most of whom are trying to get
their degree while also engaged
in some other time-consuming
aspect of life, such as working,
parenting, or taking care of a
sick family member. Managing
stressors is key, but often stress
levels exceed what is manageable putting community college
students at particularly high risk
for mental health problems such
as depression and anxiety.
All four year, and many
two year colleges have health
centers with counselors who
can help students struggling
with physical and mental health
problems. Of New Jersey’s 18
community colleges, seven have
health centers of some sort,
Mercer is among those that do
not.
Mercer does, however,
have one licensed counselor,
Dorothy Gasparro, and two
other counselors who work with
her, Martha Gunning and Fred
Weiner. Because three people
can’t take care of the needs of
more than 8,000 students, most
of the time they offer students
who seek help assistance in
finding it elsewhere.
With so much going on
in Perez’s life, she decided it was
time to see a private psychiatrist,
who is helping her balance all of
her roles. She told The VOICE
she knew about the counselors
on campus but didn’t feel comfortable reaching out to them.
The VOICE conducted
an anonymous health survey of
50 students. Seventy percent of
those surveyed said they have
problems with anxiety and 65
percent say they suffer from depression.
Depression is the leading cause of disability worldwide
and can lead suffers to suicide.
Close to 800,000 people commit
suicide every year according to
the World Health Organization.
It is the tenth leading cause of
death in the U.S. and the second
leading cause of death for people aged 15-24--the most common ages for the college demographic--as reported by NAMI,
the National Alliance on Mental
Illness.
The numbers are only
growing. In 2014 the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention
reported that suicide rates had
increased every year between
1999 and the year of the study.
The epidemic has been

hitting New Jersey particularly
hard. In August 2015, Governor
7 of New Jersey’s 18 community
Chris Christie signed the Madicolleges, have health centers. Mercer is
son Holleran Suicide Prevenamong those that do not
tion Act, which was inspired by
a New Jersey high school track
Of Mercer students
star and Ivy League college stusurveyed say they suffer
dent who took her own life.
from anxiety
The Prevention Act
took effect for the 2016-2017
is the tenth leading cause of death in the
school year, and requires colU.S. and the second leading cause of
leges and universities to have
death for people aged 15-24
licensed health care professionals who specialize in reducing
student suicides available 24
Approximately
hours a day, seven days a week.
800,000 people comThe Act requires schools to post
mit suicide every
information on student suicides
year according to
and attempted suicides on their
the World Health
AT MERCER COUNTY COLLEGE
websites annually.
Organization.
Although Mercer does
not offer this kind of support,
they do have on the website,
Of Mercer students
under the Students Services tab,
surveyed say they suffer
In 2014 the Center for Disease
another tab called Suicide Prefrom depression
Control and Prevention
vention. Here they provide the
reported
that suicide rates
counselor’s phone numbers and
Mercer County had the second
had
increased
every year
offices. They have also posted
highest rate of suicide attempts and
between
1999
and
the
year of
the phone numbers for the New
self-inﬂicted injuries in the state for
the
study.
youths
between
10
and
24
Jersey Hopeline, the Mercer
Survey data collected by The VOICE
50
students
participated
County Helpline and 911.
Cierra Ruiz is a Graphic
Design major who says that she
gets bursts of anxiety when the
demands of the classwork she Safety, where the nursing pro- grief support group.”
needs to get done combined gram is actually partnering with
International student,
with the mental strain of her reg- the security staff to come up Erlym Placeres, who is majoring
ular job prove too overwhelm- with ways we can make the cam- in Business Administration, told
ing.
pus safer and try to put together The VOICE “As international stu“I would go and talk to resources, so we are starting to dents we don’t have any benefits
someone if we have a mental have these conversations now,” like US citizens, so we need to
health center on campus, where Professor Romeo-Ratliff said.
find out our way to affordable
I can just walk in and talk to
Elizabeth Mizerek, the health. If the school doesn’t prosomeone, like a friendly place Nursing Program Coordinator, vide this service, it’s hard when
where to chat with an expert is set to lead the committee, ac- you get sick and you miss classabout mental ises, because this
sues,” Ruiz says.
can lead you to
“Of course it’s frustrating [as a faculty memAs Merlose your visa.”
cer’s
Medical
Dr.
Bettina
ber], I know students pay for a semester and
Laboratory TechCaluori, English
nology Program
it’s hard earned money, and then if something professor and
Coordinator Lisa
Assistant Dean
happens that requires antibiotics and they
Shave told The
of the Honors diagnosis, and treatment, and to
VOICE, “We only
Program, spoke reduce stigma.”
can’t get it, then the whole semester is gone,
have three perwith The VOICE
Haag also mentioned
sons dealing with
about
the
lack
that
NAMI
is interested in conand there is no way we can help them. It’s not
this for both camof a health cen- necting with someone at MCCC
only a problem we see in the college but overall ter on campus, for doing a screening of a docpuses. We realize
we didn’t have a
the impact that umentary on suicide. “It is a
in the country.”
central location
has on students, critical issue and one that has
where we could
and how faculty touched our local community
- Dr. Bettina Caluori,
pretty
much
members feel all too often recently,” Haag says.
Professor of English and Assistant Dean of the Honors Program
spread the news
about that. She
The New Jersey Youth
about health and
said, “Of course Suicide Report 2016 shows that
safety.”
it’s frustrating in the two year period prior to
Shave also mentioned cording to Shave.
[as a faculty member], I know the report, 145 male and 48 fean ad-hoc committee being lead
Mercer’s Health Profes- students pay for a semester and males age of 19-24 committed
by Andrew Millin, the Medical sions Coordinator, Cynthia Ma- it’s hard earned money, and suicide in our state. The leading
Office Assistant Coordinator. tyas has been working at Mercer then if something happens that three counties with 20 or more
She said: “We are researching for 18 years and says she would requires antibiotics and they deaths by suicide included,
opportunities to bring licensed love to have a nurse’s office on can’t get it, then the whole se- Bergen (26), Monmouth (20)
counselors to campus...We are campus, but that she is aware mester is gone, and there is no and Morris (20). Mercer had 11
reaching out to master’s degree that funding presents a problem. way we can help them. It’s not deaths.
programs that offer counseling,
When The VOICE asked only a problem we see in the colMercer County had the
where they might have an in- her how she helps students who lege but overall in the country.”
second highest rate of suicide atternship opportunity and they are having difficulty with a perThe VOICE reached out tempts and self-inﬂicted injuries
can come to our campus and sonal or academic problem she to Janet Haag, Executive direc- in the state for youths between
start to have open rooms for said, “If I’m working with a stu- tor of the National Alliance on 10 and 24 in that same period,
students to go and talk. A safe dent, my first goal is to establish Mental Illness’s (NAMI) Mercer second only to Warren County.
place.”
trust and relationship.” She con- County division in order to learn
The statistics take on
Nursing professor Ad- tinued, “Once that happens, we more about what they do to help particular meaning and urena Romeo-Ratliff told The can make an action plan. That the community, “We host class- gency in the wake of the apparVOICE that there was action be- often includes supplementary es and support groups for family ent suicide of Mercer student,
ing taken in order to bring men- resources. For example, if a stu- members and individuals. We do Nick Pratico, whose body was
tal health awareness to Mercer.
dent has lost a parent, we will presentations in the community recovered across the street from
“We are creating this provide individual support and to promote greater understand- the college’s main campus last
new Committee of Health and will also refer them to a local ing of mental health issues, early month.
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Rustic Lawrenceville coffee shop is a refuge for the gluten intolerant
By Jasmine Santalla
Senior Reporter

Wildﬂour Bakery and Café, 15
minutes from Mercer’s campus, on Main Street in historic,
downtown Lawrenceville, is
serving up everything from pastries to pizza, and the food is actually edible for people who are
gluten intolerant.
“There isn’t much
competition [in the gluten free
restaurant world] and I really
felt like we could do a good job,”
says Marilyn Besner, owner of
Wildﬂour. She added, “I think
we’re doing well and we’re getting to be more of a destination.”
Wildﬂour opened five
years ago on May 12, 2013.
Since then, Besner has hired
three experienced bakers and
had earlier brought on a consultant through the American Bakers Association to help convert
recipes into gluten free recipes.
The bakery is in a converted building that was once a
home before 2001. The current
café on the first level in what
would be a dining room, then
the upstairs bedrooms hold a
dining area for big parties and
another for families with small
children. Besner describes
that as “The Happy Room.” The
bathroom is also located upstairs and still features a vintage

clawfoot bath tub.
In the basement—
more appropriately should be
recalled as the underground
lair—the bakers craft cakes,
breads, black bean burgers, and
their “Hippie Bars”--energy
bars made with hemp seed oil-among many other delights.
For gluten sensitive
consumers, it is a rare occasion
to be able to indulge without
the stress of cross-contamination, but at Wildﬂour you can
sit and feel comforted by the
homey decor and the fact that
you can actually eat a sandwich.
Start with the sundried
tomato pesto, eggplant, spinach, and mozzarella cheese
panini, you’ll find the bread is
like deep dish pizza, toasted to
a crisp on the outside and left
soft on the inside. There is a
pleasing amount of salty, gooey
cheese and spinach, and then
the eggplant laid happily in the
middle as if tucked in for bed.
The physical consistency of breads and cakes is a
common worry for the glutenfree community and is often the
main element of concern when
ordering gluten free bread, desserts, pizza and so on. The panini bread at Wildﬂour crushed
any remembrance I have of regular bread.
Manal Alnor said in a
review on Wildﬂour’s Facebook
page, “I ordered my husband
a birthday cake. The cake was

PHOTO | JASMINE SANTALLA

Employees at Wildﬂour Bakery and Cafe produce fresh cream cheese blends daily. The bakery in the basement
operates as a lair to Wildﬂour’s three bakers where they create their gluten free breads, vegan black bean
burgers, cakes, their signature “Hippie Bars” -- energy bars made with hemp seed oil -- and more.
gluten, dairy, egg, corn, and soy
free. I had expectations that we
would be able to tell that it was
not a ‘regular’ cake. First of all,
it was a beautiful cake. More
importantly, it tasted absolutely
amazing. Nobody could tell the
difference or guess that it was
allergy-friendly.”
If you are at Wildﬂour
for lunch and order a panini,

they are served with chips and a
side of greens. Every element is
safe for gluten free customers.
A good follow up to a
panini is the apple pie crepe.
It features crunchy streusel,
strawberries and a scoop of
vanilla ice-cream inside the
spiced apple crepe. It’s like a
taste of Thanksgiving that includes everything but your fam-

ily, although the smiling faces
and a welcoming environment
are a pretty good substitute.
Wildﬂour has convenient off-street parking that is
accessible behind the restaurant. Their current hours are
Tuesday through Friday from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays
and Sundays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
They are closed on Mondays.

REVIEW: Amwell Valley Diner

A place for good food, and where everybody knows your name
By Bart Padalino
Reporter

From pork roll to Jersey-style
hot dogs, New Jersey’s colorful food history makes it a
great place to live and, more
importantly, a great place to
eat. Nothing is more synonymous with New Jersey eating
than the diner. In fact, most
New Jerseyans would declare
that the only real diners left in
this country are in the Garden
State. There’s a certain feeling
that only a small New Jersey
diner can give.
Only a few places still
have that “mom and pop” vibe
that makes New Jersey diners
so great. Everything from the
attitude of the staff to the way
the food is cooked contributes to that “real diner” atmosphere. If one were to capture
all of those qualities in a single
establishment it would be the
Amwell Diner in Ringoes, New
Jersey.
Upon entering the establishment, customers are
greeted by the cheerful owner, Aglaia Siliverdis, who still
works as the hostess and manager after 28 years of business.

The waitstaff is friendly and
attentive, and regular customers are greeted on a first name
basis.
Siliverdis says that
her customers, some of which
have been coming in every day
for years, are like part of her
family. Patty Serivo, a waitress,
also used the word “family” to
describe patrons of the Diner.
Serivo, who has worked at Amwell for a year and a half says
her experience working there
has been wonderful and that
she truly loves her job.
Mary Beck and her
husband Edwin are regular
customers at Amwell and say
they have been coming to the
diner almost every other day
for over 14 years.
Mary Beck says, “I really love this place. The food
tastes like it was home cooked
and I love the people here,
both staff and customers. I got
a western omelette here this
morning and it was delicious.
Just now I had a Greek salad
for dinner and it was absolutely divine. I’m never disappointed when I eat here.” It is
not uncommon for Mrs. Beck
to eat at the diner twice in one

day. She says if she could afford it she would go there for
every meal. Besides the food,
she said the atmosphere is
what really keeps her and her
husband coming back.
Kaela Moore, a sophomore at Temple University,
was visiting her parents in Titusville when she decided to
come to the diner for coffee
and “breakfast for dinner.” She
says she has been coming to
Amwell her entire life and said
that she feels at home when
she eats there.
“It wouldn’t be a visit
home if I didn’t hit up Amwell!” Moore laughed before
digging into a giant Belgian
waﬄe topped with a mountain
of whipped cream and syrup.
Moore says she almost always
gets the same thing when she
comes to Amwell and she has
been since her father started
taking her there when she was
a child. “The food here is incredible, it just reminds me of
my granny’s cooking. I make
sure to come here whenever
I’m back in New Jersey, even if
it’s just to visit the workers.”
Matt Pappaterra, a
first time customer, raved

PHOTO | BART PADALINO

Amwell Valley Diner located in Ringoes, New Jersey is a favorite among
locals where customers are greeted by the owner, Aglaia Siliverdis.

about the cheeseburgers saying, “This diner has probably
the best burger in the area. The
meat tasted fresh and I could
tell it hadn’t been frozen. It’s
like I always say: If it ain’t tight,
it ain’t right. And the food here
is definitely tight and right.”
Pappaterra says he

made the spontaneous decision to stop at Amwell while
driving back from a friend’s
house and said that he will
most certainly be returning.
The Amwell Valley
Diner is located on route 31 in
Ringoes and has been in business since 1982.
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311 performing a two hour, non-stop, high energy set at the Wellmont in Montclair, NJ before 2,200 fans.
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Frontman Nick Hexum of 311 performing live at the Wellmont on Oct.
28.

By Mike LaFisca
Reporter

311 (pronounced three eleven),
the rock, reggae, rap group from
Omaha, Nebraska, packed in
the crowd like a rush hour subway at the Wellmont Theater in
Montclair on Saturday October
28. Coming off a full summer
tour behind their 2017 album
“Mosaic,” the band continued
right into fall. This is the first
time they’ve done a fall tour in
seven years.
Before the show began
the line to enter was two blocks
down the street from the 2,200
capacity theater. Fans sporting
311 shirts, hats, socks,and even
pants, jumped up and down
to keep warm in the cool fall
night. Many fans not decked in
311 apparel came in costume
to celebrate Halloween’s fast
approach. Outfits included 80’s
hair metal band, cats, skeletons,
and, of course, people dressed
as the members of 311 itself.
311 is named after
the police code for “indecent
exposure” in their hometown
of Omaha, and is made up of
Nick Hexum (Vocals/Guitar),
SA Martinez (Vocals/DJ), PNut(Bass), Tim Mahoney (Guitar), and Chad Sexton (Drums/
Percussion). Dubbed “The Beatles of Rap Rock” by news host
John Oliver, 311 started in 1990.
They have 14 studio albums
with all five original members
still in the band. Twenty-seven
years later, they are kings of live
performance.
Vocalist SA Martinez
talked with The VOICE and
explained his straightforward
view about why 311 is a success,
“We enjoy what we do, it comes
down to that.”
As the stage was being
set, fans began to chant, “3 -11 3 - 3 - 11.” The stage went black
and everyone in the room started screaming, raising fists and
beers in the air. The 311 logo
appeared on the screen behind

“311 shows are the most exhilarating concerts I’ve ever
been too. It’s more than the music. It’s the performance
they give at each concert. They connect with the audience in a way that not every artist can. They show
they’re having fun with the fans and you can feel the
positive energy they give oﬀ. Everyone is together enjoying the moment, dancing, letting loose, and not having a
care in the world.”
-Marisa Falsetti, Nursing Major
the band as they walked on the
stage.
They took their place
and began their 2 hour, 24 song,
in your face, non-stop show.
Having 14 albums worth of material to choose from, 311 creates a one of a kind setlist each
night selecting songs spanning
through their career.
Martinez told The
VOICE: “We have a lot of fans
who come to [see us] multiple
times in a tour, so we don’t want
to give them the same show every night, and we don’t want to
play the same show every night.
We like to switch things up.”
As Hexum roared into
the mic, “New Jersey!” the walls

and ﬂoor began to shake. Then
the intro guitar lick rolled into
the band’s 1993 hit, “Do You
Right.” At that point, two mosh
pits opened up. Fans were soon
ﬂying back and forth, jumping
to the beat, and moving to the
rhythm. The momentum only
quickened as the band jumped
into their 1999 hit, “Come Original.”
Next they tried out a
new song from their new album, Mosaic, “Perfect Mistake”.
The crowd knew every
word and by the time the chorus
came, the entire crowd sounded like a choir that had joined
the band. This is one of the five
songs off Mosaic that was pro-

duced by John Feldmann, who
also produced Blink-182’s 2016
album, California and also the
lead singer and guitar player of
the ska band, Goldfinger.
Martinez
explained,
“We worked with [Feldmann] three quarters of the way
through making the album. We
never switched things up like
that, and he had a different approach. It was a 180 shift of how
we operate, but we’re most likely going to continue with him in
other directions in the future.”
As soon as the band
shifted back to older material and played their 1997 hit,
“Beautiful Disaster” the mosh
pits re-formed and heads started banging.
Marisa Falsetti, a nursing major student at Mercer
and 311 fan told The VOICE,
“311 shows are the most exhilarating concerts I’ve ever been
too. It’s more than the music.
It’s the performance they give
at each concert. They connect
with the audience in a way that
not every artist can. They show
they’re having fun with the fans
and you can feel the positive
energy they give off. Everyone is
together enjoying the moment,
dancing, letting loose, and not
having a care in the world.”
311 is known for the
way it incorporates its brand
into the concert experience,
producing, among other things,
their own 311 Amber Ale to go
with the hit song of the same
name. They also have a 311
branded vape pen, “Uplifter,”
a 311 cruise in which they take
fans on a weekend cruise to a
tropical island, and a their own
holiday, March 11th (3/11) of
course.
Martinez explained the
importance of the fans in the
process of making the Mosaic
album cover and “Till the City’s
on Fire” music video saying,

“We are a several decades entity
at this point, you don’t get that
far just on your charm. You need
a big net of support and our fan
base is that for us. So honestly,
it was a nod to them for being
with us for so long, and making
them feel a whole part of this
whole process.”
Playing the 2001 hit,
“Amber,” Mahoney made a
groovy, Grateful Dead sound
with his guitar, while Martinez
provided harmonies underneath Hexum’s melody. The
audience was led into a sing-along while dancing under the
blue and yellow lighting projected around the theater.
311 ended their set
with the 1995 hit, “Down,” their
2017 song “One and the Same,”
and their 1993 song “Unity.”
Hexum dedicated these to “the
old school 311 fans,” showing
the band still goes back to their
music roots.
Elizabethtown graduate and Yardville resident Noah
Rusnak said, “This was my
fourth time seeing 311 and I’ve
been impressed with variety of
music and energy they put in
at each show. The set was energetic and the crowd reﬂected
the energy of the band.”
What is next for 311?
Martinez hinted, “We’ve made
some changes in our organization and things are lined up for
now and we feel like we need to
get back in the studio to make
another record. We’re grateful
to be where we’re at.” Not having a time for the arrival on a
new album he did say, “We’re
going to try to come with another one relatively soon.”
As the band left the
stage Nick Hexum said one last
thing, “Stay positive and love
your life”- quoting the song
“Unity,” adding that “311 is
down for the unity. Unanimity
is down for the unity.”
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For Mercer men’s hoops, things can only get better
By Joe Bailey
Reporter

The 2016-2017 Mercer Men’s
Basketball team struggled to
stay on the court due to issues
in the classroom, and when
they were on the court they
weren’t exactly the ‘96 Chicago
Bulls.
Last season’s team won
just two games, and just two of
last year’s players are returning
to the team this season. Guards
Dave Coulanges from Burlington Twp. High School, and
Jamir Jenkins from Nottingham
High School are the two returning from last season. Jenkins
will start the season injured, but
Athletic Director John Simone
believes he will return to form

soon and provide an immediate impact. Simone told The
VOICE, “He’ll be back soon and
ready to play.”
One of the biggest advantages, but also one of the
biggest disadvantages for Mercer this season will be the arrival of their 14 new players. It may
be hard for the Vikings to roll at
first, but some believe this team
will mesh well.
Of those 14 new players, Guard/Forward Eddie Williams from Calvary Christian
High School in Clearwater, FL
is a player that is expected to
have a big season. Simone believes that along with Williams,
John Evans, a guard from Camden High, will be in the lineup
as well to provide some life in
their offense. Simone believes
that having John Evans, a guard

“I think this team will
make a run into the
playoffs.”
- John Simone, Director of Athletics

coming from Camden High, in
the lineup along with Williams
will give some life to their offense.
The offseason for any
team is essential for improvement, especially for a team
with a 2-24 record. According
to Head Coach Howard Levy
one of this team’s improvements was that they do have
new players is the new blood.
When asked about what improvements have been made

since last season, Levy told this
VOICE reporter, “It can’t get any
worse right?” Levy then added,
“We got 13-14 new players, and
I think we got a lot more talent,
and a good level of unselfishness.”
Assistant Coach Jon
Jemigan gave The VOICE his
opinion, “We have a lot of
depth. I don’t think we have too
many falloffs.”
Along with Jemigan,
Simone and Levy also weighed
in. Simone said, “I believe our
defense is going to be a huge
strength for us this year.”
Levy believes that their
energy will be a key factor for
the Vikings. He told The VOICE,
“We have six or seven pretty explosive guys that can move, and
that can score.”
No team is perfect--un-

less of course you’re the 1972
Miami Dolphins--which means
that with strengths come weaknesses.
Transfer player Tory
Whiting says, “I think our chemistry could be something to look
at at first, because most of us are
new.” He added, “Once we start
gelling, and playing together,
we’re going to be good.”
The 2016-2017 season
was forgettable, but the buzz
around the 2017-2018 team and
staff is that they will be remembered.
Simone says, “I think
this team will make a run into
the playoffs.”
Mercer’s season tipsoff on Nov. 4 as the Vikings take
on Cumberland County College
at the Northampton Invitational.

HOCKEY - NJ Renegades vs. Jr Philadelphia Flyers
By Daniella DeLorenzo
Reporter

The New Jersey Renegades, who
had 7 wins and 5 loses, played
the Junior Flyers as club hockey
season continued on October
22 at the Flemington Ice Arena
in Hunterdon, NJ.
The arena was filled
with friends and family of the
players.
Play was tight and with
scores landing on both side.
By the second period the goal
scoring was tied with two goals
each.
Midway into the third
period Flyers player Kyle Washkalavitch scored with an assist
from Ben Meisinger. The Renegades answered that with their
own goal two minutes later but
it wasn’t enough to close the
gap.
The final score was 5-3
for the Jr. Flyers.
Afterwards, the coaches from the Renegades shared a
variety of opinions on how the
night’s game went, and what
the players could have done differently.
“It could have gone
better, the kids tried hard, just
mental mistakes and it costs
us the game. They could have

PHOTO | DANIELLA DELORENZO

On October 22, the New Jersey Renegades competed against the Junior Flyers at the Flemington Ice Arena.
crashed the net harder and listened to what the coaches told
them, what they needed to be
doing,” said Assistant Coach
Jonathan Craig
Owner, general manager and co-head coach Cliff Graziano told The VOICE: “I think
we actually played really well,
even though we lost. Sometimes you win and you don’t
play well and you get lucky, and
sometimes you lose and you
play well. It’s about developing

good habits and I think we are
well on our way to becoming
one of the better teams in the
league.”
Graziano added, “I
think we just need to pay attention to the little things. The little
things are usually the important things, but they are often
overlooked by a lot of players.
And once they do that and realize that, we are going to be that
much better.”
Graziano’s
co-head

coach, Peter Rossi says, “I
thought after losing the first period we came back and battled
back to tie the second and third.
But the problem is we can’t start
slow and give up two goals, especially against good teams.”
He added, “They gotta
get ready to go right from the
drop of the puck. We can’t wake
up all of a sudden the second
period and decide that now’s
the time to play.”
The players on the NJ

Renegades added their perspectives on the game.
Defenseman
Brian
Frister said, “You know we had
a slow start in the first period,
and a little bit of a slow start at
the first five minutes of the second period, but other than that
we were taking it to ‘em.”
Forward Alec Dugan
analyzed the team’s weaknesses saying, “I thought we performed all right. Just the small
mistakes hurt us. We definitely
just need to minimalize the gray
zone turnovers, and just the bad
aspects of our game to really
just fine tune us for the rest of
the season.”
As for his overall play
and his penalty, Dugan said, “I
was in the box for six minutes
haha...I think I brought the intensity all 60 minutes. Just try
to jump start the boys, get them
going. And I thought it helped
the second period.”
The coaches for the
Renegades say they are focussed on helping their players
get where need be.
Rossi says, “We take
pride in having our kids reach
the next level whether it’s they
go on to NCAA hockey, club
hockey, or just they get into college and they go to college and
enjoy that experience.”
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Mercer to add a men’s lacrosse team in 2018

Adding a men’s team raises a possible Title IX problem
By Jackson Thompson
Senior Reporter

Fall 2017 marks the first official
phase in the development of
Mercer County Community
College’s
men’s
lacrosse
program. Head Coach Robert
Siris, formerly boys lacrosse
head coach at Hopewell Valley
High School, is tasked with
building the program as he
makes the transition from high
school to collegiate level head
coach.
Siris told The VOICE: “It
was a tough decision for me to
leave Hopewell but I have really
strong connections with people
in central Jersey, and I think this
is a great opportunity.”
The
program
is
currently in its recruitment
phase. Siris and Athletic Director
John Simone’s primary goal
for fall of 2017 is establishing
a core of players, consisting of
prospects enrolled at Mercer,
high school prospects from
New Jersey to Pennsylvania, as
well as transfers from Division 1
programs across the country.
Siris says: “I’ve been in
contact with about 60 recruits
from all around New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, the shore area
so the recruiting process has
gone really well and I think
there’s a strong interest in
playing lacrosse around Mercer
County.”
He added, “It seems
like our roster for next year
might be filled over the next
month or so.”
One of the first recruits
is former Hightstown High

School lacrosse and football
player, and Delaware Valley
transfer, Tommy Nicola. After
suffering a shoulder injury, he
is making the transition from
football at Delaware Valley to
men’s lacrosse at Mercer.
Nicola says, “We got
a bunch of athletes, were just
looking to move forward and
create a program like the soccer
team and baseball team that
we already have here….We
just want to build a winning
program.”
The
program
is
scheduled
to
transition
into organized practices in
the spring, and by next fall
is expected to be playing
intramural games against other
schools. Spring of 2019 will
mark the program’s first official
season as a Varsity NJCAA
men’s lacrosse team and will
compete in Division 3 against
other junior college programs
in the region.
Athletic Director John
Simone says “I would hope by
spring of ‘19 we have a roster
of 25 students playing lacrosse
here on our turf field...I don’t
know how competitive we’ll be
early on. It will take time to build
a team, and all those things, so
it could take take two years just
to get more competitive”
According to Simone
a turf field devoted to Lacrosse
just finished seeding and will be
ready by the spring. Some old
space has been cleared out and
is being renovated to serve as a
locker room for the team.
A key area of concern
with the new program is that

it will create an imbalance
between men’s and women’s
teams at Mercer.
Under Title IX--the
landmark federal civil right that
prohibits sex discrimination
in education --every college
is required to have an even
number of men’s and women’s
athletic programs. The addition
of the men’s lacrosse team will
put the men’s programs one
above the women’s. Under the
law, the college has a three
year window after the official
induction of the program to
address this imbalance.
Mercer
President,
Dr. Jianping Wang told The

“It’s us and the players families.”
Mercer’s soccer team is almost
all international with only two
American born players. As the
game went on one the the spectators constantly updated Facebook to let the families in other
countries know
The Vikings and Wolverines fought until the end of
the first half, Mercer in the lead
by one goal. This wasn’t the end
of the battle as Coach Widmark
said to his team in a halftime
speech, “This game is gonna be
ugly, it’s not gonna be pretty.”
The second half started
off with a bang as the teams
caught their second wind and
halfway through Mercer goal
keeper Francesco Zanin lunged
head first into a cleat to catch
the ball before it was scored. He
had a scoreless first half letting
only one goal in on the second,
and have his only save resulting
in an injury. Which was sustained by diving head first.
Both he and the player
he head-butted from The Wolverines went down. The Essex
players walked off the field,
while Zanin stayed down, both
coaches ran onto the field,
wrapped his head, and much to

the disbelief of the audience, he
stood up and played for the rest
of the game.
Mercer scored two
more goals within this time,
and Essex, though fighting very
hard, scored only one goal.
When asked to talk to the fans,
they refused to comment.
As the game went on
both teams never stopped fighting until the end of the second
buzzer, Mercer winning by two.
The energy on the field still radiating afterwards as the teams
shook hands, an emotional
time for both teams, as one is
seen upset and sad from their
loss, while the other celebrated
their victory.
After the game. Player
Chadwagn Johnson told The
VOICE that the Essex team had
a great season, and that he is
looking hopeful to next year.
Emiliano Fama, a
second year soccer player for
Mercer said “The team build
up confidence throughout the
year, and all all that confidence
we showed here on the field today.”
If Mercer beats Monroe they will be headed to the
National Championships.
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This fall, Mercer has begun recruiting members for a men’s lacrosse team. Currently, the Head Coach Robert
Siris is tasked with building the new program.
VOICE how the college plans to
proceed.
“We’re taking two
steps. One is we have to sort
of wind down a program that
is not very robust, and that
happens to be a men’s team…It
is one of those teams that is not
very robust, not very attractive I
guess” Wang said in reference to
the men’s cross country team.
Another
option
would be to introduce another
women’s team to balance the
numbers. Suggestions have
been made that a women’s
lacrosse team may be added at
some point. However, adding
a women’s team would require

planning and resources that
the college is not currently
prepared to commit.
Dr. Wang responded
to this option saying: “You have
to build one team at a time.
It’s not easy to build even one
team. To concurrently build two
teams is just not feasible.”
Wang continued “You
have to hire a coach. You have
to have a locker room. You have
to buy the equipment. You
have to have storage space. It’s
a lot of logistics going there…
Logistically speaking, nobody
does that kind of thing unless
you have Princeton money,
then it’s not a problem.”

Men’s Soccer: Underdog team wins Region 19 Championship
By Drew Mumich
Reporter

On Saturday October 28, a collection of soccer players with
origins spanning from Trenton
to Jordan traveled to the Proving Grounds at Conshohocken,
PA to battle an undefeated Essex team for a championship
title.
Coming into this game
with 16 wins under their belt
Mercer was faced with the task
of playing the underdog role
against an Essex team that
hadn’t lost a game dating back
to October of 2016.
A silence swept over
the crowd as the first period
began, Mercer starting on offensive, as the crowd sat in still
anticipation, waiting for the
first team to score. The Essex’s
Cheerleading squad lead different routines from the side.
Both teams fought
back and forth ﬂinging the ball
from one end of the field to the
other. Mercer scored the first
goal in the last two minutes of
the first half. The crowd of only
a handful of Mercer and Essex
fans celebrated accordingly.
As Karissa Estelle says

PHOTO | DREW MUMICH

On October 28, fans watched MCCC’s Men’s soccer team compete
against Essex.

WOMEN’S XC GOES TO
NATIONALS IN IOWA
The women’s cross country
team won the Region 19
Championship and are going to
the Nationals in Iowa. VOICE
Editor in Chief, Maria Ramos,
who is on the team, will be there.
Look for a follow up on their
season in our December issue!
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After DACA, what’s next for Dreamers?
By Maria Mora
Reporter

PHOTO | GRIFFIN JONES

Over the summer, individuals gathered in front of Trump International
Hotel and Tower in New York City to protest the President’s
announcement to end the DACA program for those undocumented
citizens brought to the US by their parents when they were children

PHOTO | MARIA MORA

The United States Citizenship and Immigration Services’s website lists
the next steps for phasing out DACA while also providing information
on how currently enrolled members can retain both DACA and their
work authorization until they expire.

There are more than 800,000
children
whose
families
brought them to the US from
other countries when they
were little, but then overstayed
their visas. The children, commonly known as Dreamers,
are undocumented, and while
they are allowed to attend
public schools through high
school, after that things get
much harder. Many colleges
won’t accept them, they cannot get financial aid, and they
live with the constant prospect of being deported back
to countries they have never
called home.
Earlier this year President Donald Trump decided
to terminate a program that
was established to address this
group. The program is called
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals Act, or DACA.
DACA required an application
process and fee and allowed
Dreamers to gain a provisional
status which made them eligible to work and go to college.
Those people who were dependant on DACA--including
many Mercer students--now
face great uncertainty.
Karen Segura, a current Mercer student, who is 19
years old, told The VOICE: “I
am a citizen, but I know a lot of
people who are being affected
by the removal of DACA. It is
becoming a problem for those
who are currently in school.
They’re not even sure if they’ll
be able to graduate or continue
their education.”
The President gave
Congress six months to come
up with a replacement for
DACA. Republicans have proposed a plan called SUCCEED,
while Democrats are advancing an alternative called
DREAM.
The SUCCEED Act,
proposed by Republican senators Thom Tillis, James Lank-

“I know I am older and do
not have the same opportunities as my children.
However, I want them to
be safe here, and continue
to carry on what I brought
them here to do, which is
to work hard and achieve
an education.”
- Anonymous Mother of a Dreamer
ford and Orrin Hatch, would
offer a 15 year road for undocumented children, who came
to the U.S. before the age of 16,
and who have continuously resided in the U.S. since 2012, to
gain their citizenship.
During the 15 year
process, Dreamers would be
protected from deportation,
allowing them to maintain
permanent residency in the
U.S., as long as they commit
no crimes. They would also
be required to stay enrolled
in school if they are under age
18. Those over 18 would be required to obtain a high school
diploma or GED and attend
college or enroll in the U.S.
military.
However, SUCCEED
comes with a catch; several
catches actually. First, President Trump has insisted that
the wall with Mexico be built
as part of any protection for
Dreamers. Second, recipients
would be required to sign a
conditional departure order,
which states that if they fail to
comply with the terms of their
status, they would be obligated
to leave the US without resisting, essentially signing their
own deportation orders. The
third catch is that while those in
the SUCCEED program would
be able to gain full citizenship
after 15 years, they would not
be permitted to sponsor family
members--including spouses

and children--to help them
obtain legal status in the U.S.
On the other side of
the aisle, the Democrats in
Congress have proposed an alternate plan called the DREAM
Act. This is an updated version
of an Act that has failed to be
passed several times since
2001, and which ultimately
lead former President Obama
to create the DACA program.
The new DREAM proposal has a lot of similarities
to SUCCEED, but there are
some stark contrasts as well.
They both require thorough
background checks, and the
obligation to maintain student
or military status and to avoid
trouble with the law. However,
DREAM does not support the
conditional departure order,
or eliminate the possibility
of sponsoring certain family
members.
A source who asked
to remain anonymous due to
her undocumented status told
The VOICE, “As a mother of a
Dreamer, I support both bills.
SUCCEED grants my child to
stay. Even if they can’t sponsor
me as his mom, I know he will
be okay, and that’s what is important to me at this point.”
Another woman in
a similar situation, told The
VOICE, “I know I am older and
do not have the same opportunities as my children. However, I want them to be safe
here, and continue to carry on
what I brought them here to
do, which is to work hard and
achieve an education.”
Twenty-three year old
future college student Kenneth
Torres says: “I believe everyone trying to obtain a college
education should have the
opportunity to do so. They are
putting so many obstacles in
front of those who are here trying to be better overall.”
It is not clear if either
SUCCEED or DREAM has the
Congressional votes needed to
be passed into law, nor when
a vote might be held on either
plan.
Note of full disclosure: Reporter
is a DACA recipient.
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DIVERSITY COME

NEW YORK COMIC CON LOOKS TO INCREA

At New York’s annual Comic Con on Oct. 5-8, 2017, panels discussed diversity
Sanches, co-founder of LatinXGeeks, lead a panel entitled “The Invisible Latin

By Griffin Jones
Senior Reporter

“This year I’ve seen m

ers, meet-ups and c
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PHOTO | GRIFFIN JONES

Say “Comic Con” and most
people already have an image
in their head: A bunch of fat,
old, white guys in costumes
clearly meant for someone several sizes smaller, with not a
woman or minority in sight. But
this October 5-8 at New York
Comic Con, fans of many different backgrounds came together
to celebrate their shared geekdom.
Panels exploring diversity ruled the schedule this
year. From explorations of hiphop culture in comic books to
discussions on gender identity,
not a single kind of person was
left unincluded.
Alexis Sanchez, cofounder of LatinXGeeks, was
responsible for promoting positive Latinx representation, part
of which included organizing
a panel entitled “The Invisible Latinx” which covered the
struggles of improving Latinx
representation in media.
Sanchez
told
The
VOICE, “It was nerve-wracking.
I wasn’t really sure if they’d pick
up. There had never been an all
Latinx panel before.” She continued, “But they did, and it was
exciting.”
Sanchez
explained
that this was her fourth year attending New York Comic Con.
Comparing this year to those
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previously she noted there were
“Definitely more diversity panels. But where I think it matters
is in panels like ‘X-Men Through
History,’ and there was more diversity there...I think this year
people are more comfortable.
And you see more cosplayers of
color, which I love. It’s more in
the spotlight.”
Cameron Glover, a
writer and activist, moderated
a “#BlackComicsMonth” panel.
In an interview with The VOICE
conducted through online messaging she said “This year I’ve
seen more panels, speakers,
meet-ups and cosplayers being
outspoken about the role that
identity and marginalization
plays in their lives, and how
they feel about nerd culture.
That has really been inspiring
to see, especially since so much
of nerd culture [still] hinges on
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The VOICE also spoke
with the Vice President of Geeks
OUT, which has a focus on LGBTQ representation in pop culture, Nicole Gitau. Gitau, a New
York Comic Con veteran of five
years took a slightly different
position saying, “In the past 3
or 4 years there has been a shift
towards accepting fans of all
backgrounds and making safe
spaces.”
Gitau emphasized that
changes in the political climate
did not spur a sudden interest
in diversity. Rather, she said,
“What we’re seeing this year is
the latest in a series of changes.
Conventions of this size don’t
just change in a year. They were
making these changes a long
time ago; we’re seeing it pay off
now.”
Speaking of the con-

vention organizers she continued, “The organizer’s efforts to
bring more diversity to the panels makes me feel like they’re
sending a message that people
of all those identities are welcome at the event.”
Not all experiences
were positive, however. BleedingCool, a news outlet focusing
on geek culture, reported that
in a Marvel Q & A with comic
retailers discussion about Marvel’s diversity push got heated as
attendees began to shout slurs
such as “homo” and “freaking
females.”
Glover mentioned another negative side saying, “I
feel like both push back and
push for diversity is becoming more out in the open.” She
noted that most harassment regarding diversity is done online,
and not on the convention ﬂoor.
While Sanchez saw
progress, she also had some
criticisms saying, “A lot of the
diversity panels are still relegated to smaller rooms in the
back.”
But the consensus was
that representation is improving. Glover said, “I think overall, the voices of those saying
that change needs to happen is
louder.”
The push for diversity is
spreading beyond NYC as well.
This November 18, Philadelphia
will host Nerdtino Expo, which
is billed as “The first East Coast
Latinx comic book, scifi, fantasy, horror convention.”
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By Griffin Jones
Senior Reporter

Tuesday, Nov. 7, the entire
New Jersey government went
up for grabs as a series of elections were held that would decide the new occupants of the
State House and the Governor’s
Mansion. The election’s effects
will reverberate nationwide, but
they will be most profoundly
felt on the local level.
Legislative Districts 14
and 15 include most of the Mercer County area. The 14th District contains Hamilton, and the
15th includes Trenton and Ewing. In both districts every seat
went Democratic on Election
Night, even the Hamilton area,
which is usually split down the
middle between Democrats
and Republicans.
Each district voted in
one state senators, and two
assemblymen to send to the
legislature. The senators and
assemblymen will represent
the students of Mercer County
Community College when debating state laws. But what issues do they plan to take up for
their constituents?
When asked what issues he thought were most
important to college students,
aside from keeping tuition
costs down, Assemblyman Dan
Benson, of the 14th Legislative
District, said, “Well, I think it’s
about making sure that there’s

affordable housing to go to after they graduate and that there
are jobs available to them, and
that’s why in my campaign, as
well in my tenure, I’ve always
focused on making sure we
have high paying, quality jobs,
particularly for those first jobs
out of college.”
Shirley Turner, who
represents the 15th District in
the State Senate responded to
the same question. She emphasized the need to keep
costs down, but also added
that college students “Are also
concerned about civil rights ...
human rights.” She continued,
“They feel that people should
be accepted regardless of their
race, ethnicity, religion, or gender.”
Benson was asked
about Governor-Elect Phil Murphy’s promise to increase funding for public colleges. He told
The VOICE, “Well, I know his focus right now first is on making
sure we start getting some more
revenue in, focus on fully funding education and growing our
economy. If we grow our economy then we can start working
on these aspects of phasing in
getting ourselves to a more affordable college tuition here in
NJ.”
Turner agreed that
funding should be a priority,
saying that currently “We’re not
funding [public colleges] adequately. That’s why we’ve seen
the tuition spike as much as it
has.”

When asked about
Murphy’s plan to make community college tuition-free,
Turner expressed a similar
opinion to Benson’s on college
funding saying, “I think that
would be ideal, community college education tuition free for
anyone who wants to continue
their education beyond high
school.” She added, “But it may
not be possible to do right now
because we have so many other
pressing financial needs that
have to be addressed.”
The senator also gave
her opinion on dealing with the
current opioid crisis in the state,
advocating for a two-pronged
approach, “I think first of all we
need to better educate people in
terms of the dangers of becoming hooked on drugs, no matter
what the form it takes...Prevention is the mainstay in terms of
any approach.” She continued,
“But also treatment.”
Senator Turner noted
that the state lacks resources
needed to properly combat the
epidemic, “We don’t have the
residential treatment facilities
that I think we need in this state
if we’re truly going to rehabilitate addicts.”
Benson seemed to
agree with Turner on this point,
noting that one of the issues he
will fight for in the Assembly
will be “Fighting for expanding
health care opportunities.”
Turner, broke with the
Governor-Elect’s plans in one
significant area, however. While

Governor Elect Phil Murphy
Murphy has promised to sign a
marijuana legalization bill into
law within his first 100 days,
Turner said, “Oh I don’t think
it’s going to be achieved in the
first 100 days, no I don’t.”
She continued, “I think

we need to think long and hard
as to legalizing a drug at a time
when we have an epidemic in
terms of opioid addiction.” She
added that legalizing marijuana
would be “opening Pandora’s
Box.”

OPINION: Murphy promised, now let’s hold him to it!
Public Comment

Sean O’Connor
Phil Murphy was just elected
Governor of New Jersey this
week. I hope he keeps his
promise to make taxes here
fairer, and more affordable because as you probably know,
New Jersey is way too expensive! It’s our job as the people
who elected him to serve us
to make sure he does what he
said he would do.
At the heart of our tax
crisis and what makes New
Jersey so expensive is our
present inability to fully fund
our public schools. An actual
“school funding formula” was
established by the New Jersey legislature back in 2008
but Governor Chris Christie
refused to actually follow the

formula, even though the New
Jersey Supreme Court literally
ordered him to do it last January.
For a clearer understanding of why this school
funding formula is so important consider what David
Danzis explained in the New
Jersey Herald last February.
He said: “376 school
districts throughout New Jersey are underfunded based on
[the formula]. Worse still, 239
of those districts receive less
than 70 percent of what they
should be getting. Conversely,
209 districts receive more than
100 percent of what the law
says they should get.”
And
the
consequence? Our serious, statewide property tax crisis. And
for renters- that’s driving up
costs for us too since landlords

and the owners of apartment
complexes have to pay that tax
and charge us more to make a
profit.
Danzis quotes Newton
Superintendent
Ken
Greene who spoke to the NJ
legislature last January: “Districts are forced to try and
make up the differences by
raising their local taxes.”
In other words, property taxes: taxes on home ownership and business buildings
too.
But with home and
business owners- particularly
in the middle class- paying so
much money just to live and
work in New Jersey while some
of the richest in our state literally get away with not paying
their taxes, the set up we college students are working so
hard to begin our new lives in
is absurdly unfair!
Phil Murphy grasps
this and told Christian Hetrick
of The Observer last June that
he would fully fund the school
formula and he would raise
taxes on the New Jersey’s richest to cover the costs.
Republicans
might
argue that this is an unfair attack on the rich, who are guilty
only of being successful, but

we must keep in mind, some of
these people are the ones who
have been paying us minimum
wage that is impossible to live
on. In other words, some have
been getting rich because
they’ve been exploiting us.
There’s more.
Murphy told Claude
Brosesser-Anker of NJ Advance Media for NJ.com last
July, if elected he would eliminate “a tax loophole that allows corporations to shift
profit made in New Jersey to
lower-taxed states.”
This particular policy
is referred to as “combined reporting.”
According to The Institute for Local Self-Reliance
in a June, 2010 report “Closing State Corporate Tax Loopholes: Combined Reporting”
this policy has been upheld
by the U.S. Supreme Court,”
and is the law of the land in 25
states “As of December 2015.”
Especially
noteworthy here: it’s not just the
Democratic states like Hawaii,
Vermont, and our beloved
neighbor, New York. It’s also
Republican states like Utah,
Texas and Idaho. So Murphy
and our state legislature in
theory really shouldn’t have a

problem with this. This is just
one loophole he says he’ll get
rid of.
There are other aspects of Murphy’s plan but
the last one I want to mention
is his call for legalizing marijuana because he told Brent
Johnson of NJ Advance Media
for NJ.com back in August that
he “projects” the legalization
of marijuana could raise “300
million a year in tax revenue.”
Not to mention, as he’s said
throughout the campaignthere’s also the social justice
element here.
Many New Jerseyans
have been unfairly imprisoned
for the sale and/or possession
of marijuana, and frankly, as
many know, it has been disproportionately minorities, so,
the tax issue aside, it needs be
legalized.
I’m happy Murphy
has a plan to make home ownership in New Jersey possibly
much more affordable. I am
willing to give him a chance,
but we’ve got to keep our eyes
on him and make sure he does
what he promised: increase
taxes on the rich, get rid of
those tax loopholes, and legalize marijuana.

November on Netflix
RATINGS KEY

So good you’ll be
binge watching
previous seasons

People will be
talking about it. A
show that could
become addictive.

Stranger Things 2 - Release Oct. 27

Worth a watch if
you want mindless
fun.

Don’t bother.

Jim & Andy: The Great Beyond - Release Nov. 1

Marvel’s The Punisher - Release Nov. 17

? ? ? ?
The whole gang is back
for a second season of
the standout sci-fi drama.
This year some new characters are added and a
bigger, badder monster
takes over where the demogorgon left off. Unfortunately most of the
extra cast members don’t
have much to add and
some plot developments
are so silly it make it im-

possible to suspend your
disbelief. Millie Bobby
Brown, as Eleven, is still
hypnotic, and Sean Astin
as Joyce Byers’s new love
interest brings depth and
warmth. But some of the
best talent is under used.
The plot grinds under its
own weight. It’s worth a
watch but not binge worthy. Hang in for Season 3.
Hopefully it’ll be better.

It’s a movie about a movie
about a guy who used to
make movies played by a
guy who makes movies.
But seriously, if you like
deep dives, this is a good
documentary about the
comedian Jim Carrey and
the time he spent working
on the movie Man on The
Moon, for which he won
a Golden Globe award. In
the movie he played real
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By Laura Pollack
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life crazy, comedy genius
and performance artist
Andy Kaufman. The documentary sifts through
hundreds of hours of
behind the scenes footage and makes a highly
watchable piece on the
power of performance.
Maybe it is a bit too lauding of its central characters, but Jim & Andy is edited well and engrossing.

Yup, another series from
the Marvel universe. As
of press time, we still
have four days to wait
before we can dive in. In
this installment we follow Frank Castle, a man
who avenges the death
of his wife and children,
but ends up uncovering
deep conspiracies within
the criminal underworld.
Known as “The Punish-

er” Castle (played by the
stoic Jon Bernthal, who
you know from The Wolf
of Wall Street) goes on to
root out villains etc etc.
Look, if you’re a fan of this
kind of thing, it’s bound
to be delicious. Even if it’s
hokey, like Jessica Jones,
it’ll still be good. If you’re
not into the genre, there’s
no chance you will be
able to enjoy this.
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About Town

Small turn out for psychic mediums
By Drew Mumich & Griffin Jones
Reporters

Last weekend two VOICE staffers went on assignment to
cover a psychics convention in
Doylestown, PA. We arrived to
find half a dozen psychics and
a few lonely vendors wandering
dreamily around the James-Lorah Memorial Home, a historic
building with an open auditorium space. They were carrying
everything from essential oils to
tarot cards.
In the small reception
hall there were six physics, each
assigned a table by host, Elizabeth Joyce, who, incidentally,
predicted a Clinton victory last
November. Joyce sent attendees
to the psychic she felt would
help them the most. But there
weren’t a lot of attendees. It’s
not clear if anyone predicted
that.
Passing by one of the
booths, a woman reached out
and informed us that we are
in the “baby stages of the 5th
dimension,” which will last for
over 20,000 years. Apparently,
this will give us the power to
access the “8th through 12th
chakras.”
A book, authored by
Joyce, lying on the table informed me that the chakras
have “seals” with names like

“Libra”, “Infinity” and inexplicably, “E=MC(2).”
Also, it seems like
when I achieve the 12th chakra
I will obtain the sutras of “teleportation” and “Father.” This
news left me somewhere between confounded and terrified
of whatever “Father” is.
Joyce has been a psychic for over 30 years, training
under a half dozen mediums
like Mata Amritanandamayi,
(or “Amma” for lay people), the
Hugging Saint. Joyce has hosted
these gatherings for ten years as
a charity event.
Sharon Kahara, a psychic from Long Branch, said of
Joyce: “She is one of the top psychic energy worker healers.”
Say what you will about
psychics, their hearts are in the
right place. This year’s charity
was the Twilight Wish Foundation, which is like the Make a
Wish Foundation but for the elderly.
Spokesperson Annabelle Wood said of Twilight,
“The foundation is all about
helping seniors achieve what
they have never been able to
achieve before.”
To make a wish you
have to be 65 years old or older,
but you do not have to have a
terminal illness. Wishes can be
anything from a special trip to a

useful item like a hearing aid.
Periodically throughout the event there were guest
speakers, who spoke on everything from “Om” bowls, to
the pyramids, to new spiritual
chakras. The different talks
were given on the stage to the
back in front of the crowd of
four people.
There were other people besides physics at the event,
mainly vendors who sell items
related to spiritual health and
wellbeing. A women named
Luna was selling authentic Tibetan Singing Bowls, otherwise
known as “Om Bowls.” When
they are rubbed on the sides
they create a single note that
sounds like their name. Each
bowl has a specific note, and
each person’s ears are known
to have a certain note played for
them and only them. The bigger
the bowl the lower the note.
Other vendors were
selling tea leaves and essential
oils.
In an interview with
fifth generation psychic Kailei
Paige she described her first
time seeing a dead person. She
says she was channeling with
a client and she kept seeing an
image of an old woman with her
hair dyed pink. Channeling is
the belief system that everyone
has spirit guides or guardian

PHOTO | DREW MUMICH

A vendor showing the VOICE how to play a traditional “Om Bowl,” that
customers can purchase for $65-$135.
angels.
Another psychic in
attendance was Celeste Oliver. She is a descendant of the
Fox Sisters, 19th century psychics known as the “Founders
of Modern Spiritualism.” The
sisters’ interest in connecting

to another plane created great
controversy among their family members. Celeste is a channeler. She also lets people know
their loved ones are still out
there.
“You do it for the greater good of the person in front of

REVIEW: Princeton Pro Musica’s Brahms Requiem
By Chelsey Johnstone
Reporter

Over 100 voices illuminated
Princeton University’s Richardson Auditorium Sunday, November 5. The Princeton Pro
Musica Chorus and Orchestra
performed Johannes Brahms
Ein Deutsches Requiem (A German Requiem); one of the most
well-known and cherished musical compositions of all time.
Since 1979, Princeton’s
Pro Musica Chorus and Orchestra has been setting life to major choral works with orchestral
accompaniment. Vocalists and
instrumentalists with varied
experience levels audition and
join forces to present these
masterpieces. All forms of avocational singers, as well as
music educators contribute to
these shows.

Rochelle Ellis, the leading soprano soloist hired by the
Pro Musica group is a woman
of high distinguishable talents.
She is an Adjunct Associate Professor of Voice at Westminster
Choir College of Rider University, Music Director for Trenton’s
Children’s Choir, and Lecturer
of Voice at Princeton University.
Ellis’s breathtaking vocals throughout movement V
of the requiem, Ihr Habt Nun
Traurigkeit (Ye Now Have Sorrow), captured the attention of
many, specifically former Pro
Musica vocalist Helga Staby Deaton.
From 1986 through
1989, Deaton performed with
Pro Musica’s chorus as a soprano. She expresses how difficult
it is to performer in such a large
group. “It was a lot of work!” she
exclaims. However, all this hard
work pays off. “These people

can REALLY sing.” She states.
Ellis told The VOICE:
“It’s very important in these
days for vocal music to be
heard.” She noted that events
like this one provide opportunities for unification.
“You have common

experiences and can talk about
them afterward,” Deaton said,
adding “It’s important to keep
music and all the arts in society, especially in this time
where there is a lot of discourse
between political parties and
groups of people,” Ellis urges.

Since 1979, audiences have seen
major choral works with orchestral
accompaniment performed at
Princeton University’s Richardson
Auditorium.

until late February in the indoor
facility.
Owner and operator,
Gregg Downs told The VOICE,
“We have three skill levels, advanced, intermediate, and recreational, and allow for the participants to self-determine what
division would best fit their skill
level.”
Downs also mentions
that “higher skill levels tend to
be the most competitive and
intense,” but most players realize that it is a friendly competition. He says, “everyone has to
go to work in the morning,” ex-

plaining that differences on the
field are set aside as soon as the
game is over.
Goalkeeper Vinny Osorio says the summer season is
the “most competitive” season
of the four. His team has been
playing in the league for the past
five years and won their championship three years ago during
the fall season. They are currently ranked third with a twoto-one record on the league’s
website: 7v7soccer.com.
Downs explains the
fee structure saying, “Our cost
differs based on the particular

league. For instance, indoor
costs a little more to run, so that
league is a little more expensive to join. The cost for a team
is typically around $800 for the
season. The cost for individuals
to join is typically around $65
per person. We offer a discount
for small groups of people looking to join a team together”.
2016’s Fall champions
were The Wings. They just made
it into 2017 fall playoffs, which
is scheduled for mid November.
They have been in the league for
the past four years and consist
of nine players. Tseegii Bailaa

is their left wing and also their
striker.
Bailaa told The VOICE,
“we have been doing very well,
we made it to playoffs,” but added, “our team lost two very key
players and our team is practicing less.”
Bailaa and The Wings
plan to come back for the winter session on December 5, and
hope others from around Mercer County will think to join
the league and compete for the
“joy of winning, the champion
shirts, and a team trophy” as
owner Downs says.

PHOTO | CHELSEY JOHNSTONE

The Princeton Pro Musica Chorus and Orchestra performing Johannes
Brahms’s Ein Deutsches Requiem on November 5.
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Local adult 7v7 club soccer team looks to expand
By Zolzaya Ganbold
Reporter

There is an adult recreational
soccer league in Ewing, NJ
called 7v7 that is looking for
more players. Depending on
the season, games are hosted
either outside on the field or
indoors at a sports facility on
the corner of Parkway Ave and
Scotch Rd.
The league started in
Spring of 2004, and slowly expanded. The winter season will
start on December 5 and run

FINISH THE DEGREE YOU STARTED
Delaware Valley University makes transferring easy
TRANSFER TUESDAY EVENT

December 5

FIND OUT
MORE

> delval.edu/transfer

• Transfer scholarships available

• More than 25 academic degrees

• Articulation agreement offers guar- • 100% of our students receive realanteed admission and core-to-core
world experience before graduation
MORE THAN

25

Accepting applications
for spring and fall 2018

BACHELOR
DEGREES

700 East Butler Ave. Doylestown, PA 18901
delval.edu

Complete your bachelor’s degree from
right on the Mercer County Community College Campus!

Attend Our Fall Open House!

Tuesday, October 17, 2017 • 5:00-7:00 p.m.
MCCC Conference Center, West Windsor Campus

Apply now for Spring 2018

:

Transfer to a Path of Success
Transfer Info Session: November 15, 3:30 -5 pm
Complete your transfer and join our family—all in one night.
Learn more about our 40+ majors as well as our university graduation
rates that surpass national averages. Bring your official transcripts
(in sealed envelopes) and enjoy an on-the-spot credit evaluation—even
admission—if you qualify. Plus, at this event, you’ll experience first-hand
the feeling of being surrounded by students and faculty who share your
sense of community and higher family values.
Register online at holyfamily.edu/MercerTransfer

The Value of Family

Where MCCC transfer students stop asking
“what if?” and start planning what’s next.

East Stroudsburg University has 55 bachelor’s degree programs to help
you reach your career goals. And ESU offers some awesome scholarship
opportunities for full-time and out-of-state students. Look into our
programs that include Additive Manufacturing and 3D Printing in the
University’s Stratasys Super Lab (one of the first three in the world),
wildlife forensic work in the Northeast Wildlife DNA Lab, Public Health,
and Business Management with a new Bloomberg Lab coming this Fall.
Schedule a visit or attend an upcoming open house and see for yourself
why you belong at ESU. For more, go to ESU.edu/transfer or call 570-422-3542

Where WARRIORS Belong

GOOD
MOVE.

Why Drew?
� Drew’s tuition will be
lowered by 20% starting
in academic year 2018–19.
� Generous merit- and
need-based scholarships
just for you—up to $20,000.
� Additional awards
for PTK students with
associate degrees.
� Seamless transfer of credits.
� Named One of 50 Colleges
that Create Futures by
The Princeton Review.
� 50+ fields of study.
� 10:1 student-faculty ratio.
� Undergraduate research
opportunities.
� NYC semesters on Wall
Street, at the United
Nations, and in contemporary art, communications/
media, theatre and social
entrepreneurship.
� International opportunities spanning the globe.

ATTEND A TRANSFER
EXPLORATION DAY.
Monday–Friday | 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Drew University, Madison, NJ
Take a tour, start a preliminary application,
get a credit evaluation and find out which
scholarship could be yours.

Register Now: drew.edu/mcctransfer
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Congressman Chris Smith needs to go!
Public Comment

Sean O’Connor
Many people on Mercer’s campus are represented in Congress
by a hypocritical and evasive
man named Chris Smith who
needs to be voted out in the
next cycle.
There are a lot of reasons to oust Smith, but the
most important one of all is that
Smith doesn’t care about his
constituents and we know that
because he won’t talk to them.
Smith--a Republican who represents Mercer communities
Robbinsville and Hamilton-has been in office since 1980
and hasn’t made himself available for a public comment since
1992.
When I called Chris
Smith’s office to ask why he
hasn’t responded to his constituents, they declined to comment.
People show up at his
little storefront headquarters
in Freehold to protest and he
wants nothing to do with them.
He ignored the local activist
group called District 4 Coalition
for Change who protested there
last month. One of their members, Sue Fulton, a military veteran and activist spoke at that

demonstration in a video that
can be viewed on their Facebook page. She puts it just right
saying Smith “collects a paycheck to represent the people of
a district he won’t even face.”
Another constituent
who has tried to get in touch
with Smith is Kevin Akey, 66,
retired and presently living in
Little Silver--one of the towns
represented by Smith. Akey is
part of the activist organization Indivisible NJ 4. He told me
he wants to discuss issues like
health care, reproductive rights,
the Muslim ban, and gun control with Smith and calls Smith’s
offices “just about every day,”
but even staffers in charge of
specific policy areas are “never
available on the phone” and
that Smith is “notoriously hard
to get a hold of.”
Akey and his group
have been petitioning Smith to
hold a town hall meeting since
last January and have personally delivered petitions to Smith’s
Washington D.C. and Freehold
offices, but they’ve received
absolutely no response on the
matter.
They also put a petition
up on change.org to get Smith
to address his constituents and
1,587 people have signed it as of
November 4. Still no word from
Smith.
One person who actually did manage to get a comment from Smith’s office is Katie
Park, Sge reported on Smith’s
absence last February for the
Asbury Park Press. Smith aide,
Jeff Sagnip, got back to her a few
hours after she made her request and sent a statement saying that “[Congressman] Smith
has no intention of subjecting

MAIL CALL
What do you think? Do
you agree with the opinions
you see here? Do you like
our coverage of College
and local issues? Is there a
topic you really want us to
cover? DROP US A LINE
AND LET US KNOW!

his constituents to the animosity and hostility that has been
directed at him and his staff.” Is
he really afraid of his constituents facing animosity?
Another reporter, Tom
Moran, in his column for The
Star-Ledger last February, reported that Smith was upset because people “called [him] an
asshole, and worse than that.”
Smith reportedly said: “And
when people call me an asshole, I’m less likely to take their
opinions seriously.”
Of course there is no indication he ever took anyone’s
opinion seriously. Moreover,
President Trump’s rampant
name calling doesn’t appear
to have caused Smith any concern. He hasn’t distanced himself from the President at all. He
is quite insulting himself. Last
January he said--as reported
by NJ Advance Media--that he
does “not construe homosexual
rights as human rights.”
I don’t condone name
calling, but if Smith has been
utterly incapacitated by mean
comments from constituents
since 1992, unable to address
any issue for a quarter of a century, he’s obviously not fit to
hold office.
Even Republican students on our campus find Smith
inaccessibility alarming.
When asked what she
thought about Smith’s 25 year
long reluctance to hold a town
hall, Mercer Freshman Angelica Pettinato, one of Smith’s
constituents, and a Republican
from Robbinsville, said “I think
that’s horrible!” She added she
would not vote to reelect him in
2018.
Mercer student Mi-

The VOICE is online
ONLINE
at mcccvoice.org
Read documents and
extra materials to go
with all the articles
you see here.

kayla Eckel Cifrese, also a Republican from Hamilton said of
Smith: “he’s supposed to represent the people. To just ignore
everyone, that’s not okay. If he’s
not able to do it he should not
be a politician.”
This October CNN reported on a Washington PostUniversity of Maryland poll that
found “71 percent of Americans
say politics has reached a dangerous low point.”
If we continue to elect
people like Chris Smith, who
ignore their constituents and
discriminate against many of
them, anger and divisiveness
will surely get worse.
Challengers and their
supporters need to get to work
now. We deserve to be represented by someone who will
actually hold a town hall, preferably more than once every 25
years. Actually, we deserve a lot
more than that, but it would be
a good start.

Top ﬁve
Thanksgiving
guests to watch
out for

Where’s Congressman
Chris Smith? Probably
wherever Waldo is.

Do you see a
typo?
Good. Join the staff
and help us fix it!
Mon + Thur
12-1:15 in LA 128

want your mercer
event promoted live
on mccc’s student
radio station

VIKING 89.1?
Contact them on the
ﬁrst ﬂoor of the
student center!
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The student email switch was a ﬁasco
“A significant amount of my
day is taken up by students
not knowing how to log into
their Outlook email,” says Ariel Contreras, current Mercer
library employee.
On Nov. 1 Mercer
disconnected student and
faculty Gmail accounts from
their myMercer portals in
order to convert to the new
Microsoft Office Outlook
programs. The big switch,
as Contreras states, “wasn’t
well advertised.”
The major switch
in accounts and programs
completely blindsided a majority of Mercer students and
faculty. Contreras explains:
“There was absolutely no
communication in terms of
the switch and students are
still confused.”
Turns out, the college actually did send out
an email, more than once,
apparently, but students get
tons of email from the college and it wasn’t like the
words YOUR CURRENT EMAIL
IS ABOUT TO BE TURNED
OFF AND ALL YOUR GOOGLE
DOCS ARE GOING TO VANISH
INTO THIN AIR were written in
the subject line, or even near
the top.
The first section of

•
•
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the email is full of cheerful information about the
MyMercer Portal, including
phrases like “In an effort to
improve your MCCC experience…” and “more userfriendly look and feel.”
The email bombshell
doesn’t hit until the middle,
but even then it’s described
in a way that makes it sound
more like a commercial for a
topical ointment: “We have
finished implementing Office365...This allows for better communication and consistent applications…”
Better communication would have been not
burying the lead.
Eventually the letter
comes around to a section
that starts “If you still use
your old email, this is what
you need to know.” It’s here
that we are informed that our
Google accounts will still exist until the day after Christmas, but if we want to know
more about how to get back
into them, there’s another
document we can go read.
Most of us had all our
class documents saved into
our Google Drive accounts,
because that’s what our professors told us to do.
For those of us who

didn’t read the notification
carefully enough, or didn’t
go read that other document
they gave a link to, we woke
up to find we couldn’t access
documents we needed for
class.
“At least once every
couple of days I have a student struggling with recovering their documents.” Contreras says.
Rosemary
Gurak,
current Mercer student expresses, “Outlook is a pain in
the ass!” She continues, “It’s
not intuitive the way Google
is.”
Possibly the most
frustrating thing about the
switch is that they changed
our email addresses by one
letter. Instead of ﬁrstname.
lastname@student.mccc.
edu they just added an S to

make the word “student”
plural. Didn’t anyone think
about the kind of confusion
this would cause?
Here’s an example:
you’re waiting to hear back
from a college where you
applied for transfer and you
listed email as the best way
to contact you. Well, now
you need to contact them
(and of course it isn’t just
one school, it’s more like

seven) and tell them that we
have a new email address,
and then try to explain over
the phone that they need to
add an S?
Of course, in the end,
we’ll all just learn to adapt,
because that’s what we always do at Mercer. We adapt
when the whiteboards are
smeared with black marker.
We adapt when there are
buckets in the halls collecting the rain water dripping
through the ceiling. We just
adapt.
But the reality is, this
shift was abrupt, it distracted
from our learning, and sending out a poorly crafted email
didn’t help.
Mercer prides itself
on being a technologically
accessible college. There are
phone apps to access schedules, grades, and updates.
There is a home-base website where course catalogs
are accessed. Classes have
Blackboard portals with
course content. This “simple” email switch was touted
as the “latest and greatest,”
promising better communication between faculty, staff,
and students. Instead it has
just left everyone feeling disconnected.

In the Sept. 16 issue of The College VOICE, the article “Where do we stand on taking a knee?” identiﬁed the 49ers
rather than the Giants as the winners of the 2011 Super Bowl.
In the Sept. 16 issue of The College VOICE, the center infographic “Mercer Money” incorrectly indicated the rates
for student tickets averaging $44 at Mercer’s Kelsey Theatre. This price applies to ticket packages for multiple
performances, whereas student tickets for individual shows are $9.
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Editorial Policy:
The College VOICE is written and edited by students of Mercer County
Community College and published every 3-4 weeks under the guidance
of faculty advisers. The material printed in The College VOICE, be
it articles, advertisements or opinion pieces, does not necessarily
represent the views of the editors, the faculty, staﬀ, administration or
the board of trustees of Mercer County Community College.

Write to The College VOICE!
Do you have something to say? The College VOICE accepts letters to
the editor. Submissions should be no more than 300 words; longer
submissions may be shortened. Submit materials in electronic format,
and include your name and status at Mercer (major and year, faculty
or staﬀ position or alumnus). All materials submitted become the
property of The College VOICE, which reserves the right to reject or
edit material based on length, taste or clarity.

How to contact us:
e-mail: kochism@mccc.edu
phone: (609) 586-4800 ext. 3594
write to: The College VOICE
c/o Prof. Matt Kochis
Mercer County College
1200 Edinburg Rd.
West Windsor, NJ 08690

JUST 4 FUN

horoscopes

ASK THE VOICE: GOOD ANSWERS TO TOUGH QUESTIONS
Dear Voice,
Help is
I lost all my Google Docs
here!
when Mercer randomly
decided to change our
email addresses. WTF?
-Really, WTF?

Dear Voice,
I heard you guys are
consulting psychics now.
Have they told you
anything about tuition
going down or maybe the
creation of a new health
center on campus?
-Sick & Broke
Dear Sick & Broke,
Sorry to disappoint you.
The only thing they
have predicted is “the
BlackBoard portal will
crash when you least
expect it.” Sounds right.
-The VOICE

Dear WTF,
The good news is
the “Google ate my
homework” excuse will
last for years.
-The VOICE
Dear Voice,
Last week there were so
many golf carts buzzing
around campus that I felt
like I was a Pebble Beach
golf club. What gives?
-Not a Caddie
Dear Caddie,
Wait, I’ve been playing 18
holes here for years. This
isn’t a golf club?
-The VOICE.

Classic Peanuts

Dear VOICE,
Last night it was dark
when I was heading home
from my classes on the
West Windsor campus. I
was waiting by the light
on Old Trenton road
when all of a sudden that
crazy neon sign lit up a
Vegas casino causing me
to step on the accelerator
and drive into traﬃc. I hit
a deer. Can I sue Mercer
for the damage to my car?
-Blinded by the Light

Capricorn

Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
Suddenly it feels like
everybody is looking at
you, expecting you to
have an answer to their
problems. Don’t try to
pull a Dr. Phil. If you
don’t have answers don’t
pretend that you do.

Aquarius

Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
When was the last time
you took any time for
yourself? You’ve cooked,
you’ve cleaned, you’ve
kept things running
smoothly for everyone
else. Now it’s time for that
massage you need.

Pisces

Feb. 19 - Mar. 20
The most heartbreaking
part of everything that
has happened to you
lately is that no one
knows how much you’ve
been struggling. It’s okay
to share your woes with a
trusted friend.

Aries

Mar. 21 - Apr. 19
Maybe Thanksgiving
month isn’t the best time
to set yourself a ﬁtness
goal. Go ahead and have
some kale, but save the
Crunch workout for
January.

Dear Blinded,
We think you have a case.
-The VOICE
______

NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS
FOR ENTERTAINMENT
PURPOSES ONLY. ANY
RESEMBLANCE TO
ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.

Taurus

Apr. 20 - May 20
Long days and long
nights are beginning to
take their toll. You need
to get more rest or you
will burn out.

Virgo

Aug. 23 - Sept. 22
Daydreams keep you
from focussing on the
present and part of you
feels guilty for being
distracted. Forgive
yourself, those dreams
are a better place for your
thoughts right now.

Gemini

May 21 - Jun. 20
You’ve been open to new
adventures for ages, but
nothing exciting ever
comes your way. All that
is about to change. Get
ready for a wild ride!

Libra

Sept. 23 - Oct. 22
Fertility comes in many
forms and it will surely
ﬁnd you this month.
You can expect to see
the fruits of your labor
before summer comes.
With new life comes new
responsibilities.

2X DILBERT AND GET FUZZY

Cancer

Jun. 21 - Jul. 22
You have been out of
touch with a friend and
now you have a chance
to reconnect. You may
feel bad that you let the
friendship lapse but don’t
worry. You can pick up
where you left oﬀ.

Scorpio

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
It is possible that
someone you love gave
you a gift only they could
love. You don’t want to
look a gift horse in the
mouth, but then again,
what kind of a gift is a
horse? Regifting is ﬁne.

Leo

Jul. 23 - Aug. 22
You’ve let yourself
indulge some bad habits
lately and you will
need will power to turn
things around. The good
news is: you have more
strength and willpower
than any one you know.

Sagittarius

Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
When you learned how
Suddenly time spend in
cars, busses and other
forms of transportation
may feel oppressive.
Try listening to music
to make the rides more
endurable.

