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Detour Ahead: Bridge Closure Causes Delays

By Louise Traberg-Nielsen
Reporter

Construction on Assunpink
Creek Bridge on Old Trenton
Road is forcing thousands of
commuters daily to find alternate
routes until the work is finished in
December.
Affected
commuters,
including MCCC students, staff
and faculty of the college were
given two weeks notice before
construction on the bridge began
to find alternate routes to and
from their destinations.
Mercer County closed
the bridge over Assunpink Creek
located between Edinburg Road
and Windsor Road on January
15, 2013, in order to repair the 86
year old bridge.
”The bridge was old
and falling apart and scored
30 out of 100 because of poor
deck condition during the last
many years,” says Francis Guzik,
Engineer at West Windsor

See CONSTRUCTION page 2

Construction workers repairing the Assupnik Creek Bridge on Old Trenton Road, West Windsor, NJ.
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Judges Rule Text Senders Could be Liable in Civil Court
By Jessicarose Fattibene
Reporter

Three New Jersey State
Appeals Court judges: Judges
Ashrafi, Espinosa and Guadagno,
announced on August 27, 2013
that text senders, with substantial
evidence, may be liable to a civil
lawsuit should their message cause
an accident.
The decision came after the
Kubert v. Best case. In September
2009, in Mine Hill Township,
NJ, Shannon Colonna and Kyle
Best were texting while Best
was driving. While responding
to Colonna, Best veered into
oncoming traffic, striking David
Kubert’s motorcycle.
Both David and his wife Linda
were severely injured. The Kubert
v. Best court documents state, “The
collision severed, or nearly severed
David’s left leg. It shattered Linda’s
left leg, leaving her fractured thigh
bone protruding out of the skin
as she lay injured in the road.”
Both husband and wife had their
injured legs amputated.
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Drivers may be charged with reckless driving. In case the driver causes an accident due to the use of cell phone, the offender
can pay up to $150,000 and face up to 10 years in prison.

The Kuberts decided to not
only sue Best but Colonna as well.
Their attorney, Stephen Weinstein,

argued
Colonna’s
electronic
presence in the car should be
regarded as if she too were
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physically in the car with Best and
negligently distracting him.
The court documents released

on August 27, 2013 found Colonna
to be innocent due to lack of
evidence to prove she knew Best
was driving.
The accident caused by
Colonna was one of the many
cases of auto accidents caused by
texting. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
reports that in the USA “In 2011,
3,331 people were killed in crashes
involving a distracted driver,
compared to 3,267 in 2010.”
According to CDC, the
number of injuries due to
motor vehicle crashes caused by
distracted drivers was 387,000 in
2011 and 416,000 in 2010.
According to The New Jersey
Department of Transportation’s
website, between 2002 and 2012,
the number of injuries related to
handheld cell phone usage has
fluctuated.
As of 2012, handheld cell
phones were the cause of 38
vehicular injuries in Mercer
County, the county’s highest
number of injuries since 2002.
Second year Business major at

See DRIVERS page 2
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Construction on Old Trenton Road affects MCCC students
By Louise Traberg-Nielsen
Reporter

Cont. from page 1
Township Engineering Division.
“The improvements we can
expect when the Old Trenton
Road connection reopens is a
whole new bridge with additional
lanes and traffic lights.”
Mercer
County
Communication Director Julie
Wilmot referred to a press release
that came from her office on
July 9, 2013 when she said “The
new, widened bridge will have
two 11-foot-wide through lanes,
a 10-foot-wide center turn slot,
two 6-foot shoulders and a 6-foot
sidewalk on the north side of the
bridge.”
The
press
release
confirms upgrades to the traffic
signals at Edinburg Road/
Windsor Road and Old Trenton
Road, along with a new traffic
light at the RobbinsvilleEdinburg Road/Old Trenton
Road intersection.
The County press release
lists total cost of the repairs and
renovations at $2,138,588.
When asked about
the longer commutes and the
estimated completion of the
repairs, Guzik says ”Given the
circumstances,
five
months
inconvenience is necessary for
the next 100 years of traffic. The
original time for the project to
be done is end of December, but
we’re hoping to be done by the
end of November.”
Second year Liberal Arts
major and East Windsor resident
Liz Guzhnay, who used the Old
Trenton Road bridge daily, says
“The long detour makes me

Old Trenton Road is closed until the end of December due to repairs on the Assupnik Creek Bridge.

consume a lot of my time and gas.
Before the roadwork it took 10
minutes to get to school, now it
takes me between 20-25 minutes.”
Isaac J. Taylor, who
lives and works as a subtracted
wood sculptor in West Windsor
Township, created a petition with
the intent of getting Old Trenton
Road built differently due to his
concerns regarding accidents and
traffic flow.
The petition states, “A
two-lane bypass with a shoulder
simply would not consume
that much acreage and would
not diminish the open space
environment to the south of
Edinburgh.”
The petition addresses
the concerns the residents have
for the traffic flow problems, as
well as the future requirements

”Given the
circumstances, five
months inconvenience
is necessary for the next
100 years of traffic. The
original time for the
project to be done is end
of December, but we’re
hoping to be done by the
end of November.”
- Francis Guzik, Engineer at West

Windsor Township Division

of tearing down houses, should
West Windsor Township decide
to rebuild the original bridge
without the bypass.
Taylor said ”I personally
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went from door to door every
weekend, talking with every
neighbor about the construction
and the petition. Once they found
out about the project, they were
more than happy to sign the
petition.”
Taylor was able to get
148 signatures on his petition
from residents living on or near
Old Trenton Road.
The petitioners suggested
a two-lane bypass loop with a
shoulder that avoided Assunpink
Creek Bridge and Edinburg
Village, connecting Old Trenton
Road to Windsor-Edinburg Road
and Robbinsville-Edinburg Road
and then back to Old Trenton
Road.
The proposed bypass
was consistent with the locals’
safety concerns over Old Trenton

Road as far back as 2008.
Stan Mount, a mechanic
who regularly visits his father
in Edinburg Village says auto
accidents are a concern for his
family.
”We’ve had about five
accidents here causing property
damage” says Mount. “Once a car
coming east on Old Trenton Road
flipped over and landed on our
front yard.”
Lawyer David Wray
from West Windsor Township
spoke to the VOICE about the
effect the construction, and the
subsequent noise, has on him.
“It’s wonderful,” he said. “Traffic
is reduced and the noise doesn’t
bother me.”
After receiving the
petition, the Township conducted
a study of the residents bypass
plan. Once it was conducted,
County Executives favored the
project, committing a million
dollars toward its completion.
The
township
also
released another $200,000 for
further study and a complete set
of drawn plans for the proposed
bypass. After briefly appearing on
West Windsor’s Master Plan (for
building projects) the bypass was
removed without telling any of
the residents or petitioners.
Patricia Ward, Director
of Community Development at
West Windsor Township, was
contacted by The VOICE about the
petition and the residents request
for a safer village, but could not be
reached for comment.
If you have any questions
or concerning the construction,
call West Windsor Township
Engineering Division at 609-7999396 or email them at their web
page www.westwindsornj.org.

Drivers can be charged with reckless driving if caught using a cellphone
By Jessicarose Fattibene
Reporter

MCCC, Brenda Ilg, disagrees with
the proposed possibility of being
sued for texting a friend. “No one
knows where the other person is at
the time of texting them.”
Ilg said she understands why
an action may be necessary to
stop texting and driving. In her
previous job a co-worker would
send texts and emails by their boss’
request, that only she had the skill
to review. Despite making it clear
that she was driving, she would
still get messages on her phone.
“When a boss wants an answer,
he won’t stop,” said Ilg.
John Gall, eight year Game
Programming major, is also
opposed to the text sender being
held responsible.
“Often times vital information
or change of plans has to be
relayed to someone en route and
it is impossible to know precisely
when they [the recipient] are or are
not driving,” says Gall.
Second year Ornamental
Horticulture major, Tre Foster,
favors the measure to stop
distracted driving. He said it will,
“stop more accidents,” and “will
save a lot of drivers.”
In an anonymous survey of
30 MCCC students, 63 percent
said they do not approve of New

Jersey’s potential solution to stop
texting and driving.
Outside of the survey
conducted on campus, other
Mercer
County
residents
approached on the matter were
not on board with New Jersey’s
Appeals Court’s suggestion.
Rachel Branstrom, a Barista
in East Windsor, says, “Even if a
person did know that whoever
was on the receiving end of a text
was driving, that shouldn’t be a
reason to be held accountable for
an accident.”
“When someone sends a text,
it is expected that the other person
will read and answer it ... when he or
she has reached their destination,”
continued Branstrom. “The alert for
a text coming in won’t cause a crash;
if the driver chooses to dig for the
phone and attempt to read or reply,
that person is the guilty party.”
Mark Naprawa, a Customer
Service Rep. of Trenton, told the
VOICE the driver has the option of
answering or not answering the text.
“People need to be held accountable.
Yes I may get a text message, but it’s
my choice to open that message in
my car while driving. How would I
know if someone is driving when I
text them?”
Although no new laws have
been passed, the aforementioned
judges are in favor of making
the sender of a text message that

causes a vehicular accident liable
to a civil lawsuit.
In recent years New Jersey has
been aggressive in their efforts to
stop texting and driving. Under the
“Kulesh, Kubert and Bolis Law,”
established in 2012, individuals
caught texting and driving will
be charged with reckless driving.
If an offender causes an accident
because of use of a cell phone, the
offender could be charged with
reckless driving as well.
The fine can go up to $150,000
for vehicular homicide, which is
considered a crime of second degree.
In addition to the fine, the offender
could face up to 10 years in jail.
In case of bodily harm, an
offender can be fined anywhere
between $1,000 and $10,000 and/
or face up to 18 months in jail.
In addition to the Kulesh,
Kubert and Bolis law, NJ state
Senator from District 10 James
Holzapfel-(R) proposed new
legislation that would allow police
to search through cell phones if
they have reason to believe the
driver was talking or texting at the
time of the collision.
Lawrenceville Teacher Marla
Savage’s said about the new idea
proposed in the Appeals Court:
“It will never happen. That’s
like saying gun salesmen and
saleswomen should be responsible
for shootings.”
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Drivers and text message senders may be charged in case of an accident
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Smoking huts give way to soda vending machines
By Louise Traberg-Nielsen
Reporter

Soda and candy vending machines
are now occupying three old
smoking huts that were moved
after Mercer County Community
College’s new smoke-free policy
was enacted January 1, 2013.
Dr. Diane Campbell,
Dean of Student and Academic
Services, said in a recent interview
with the VOICE that the decision
on the smoke-free campus was
made with “student’s health in
mind.”
Dr.
Campbell
also
explained that the reason for the
additional sugar around campus
was because “students asked for
the soda machines long before the
smoke-free policy began.”
When asked if the
smoking ban would be lifted if
there was a student outcry for it,
Dr. Campbell replied, “I don’t
know. I don’t think there would be
a majority of people enough who
would want the smoke and litter
on campus.”
Not all Mercer employees
think soda vending machines are a
way to better the campus.
Mercer Fitness Center
coordinator Mike DeAngelis
addressed his concern to the
VOICE, saying that “There’s too
many vending machines already.
A healthier choice could have been
made by placing water instead of
soda. I believe that the purpose for
the vending machines is to make
money. To generate revenue.”

Both smoking and the
consumption of sugar present
serious risks to our health.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) 19 percent, or 43.8 million
American adults, smoke, and
more than one thousand people
are killed every day by cigarettes.
CDC lists obesity as
a contributing factor to heart
disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes
and certain types of cancer.
Further, CDC statistics show that
more Americans are obese (35.7
percent) than smoke.
A recent VOICE survey
of 20 Mercer students shows
75 percent of the surveyed feel
healthier since the school went
smoke free.
The survey also indicates
that 55 percent of students have
witnessed smoking on campus
since the ban, and that 65 percent
said they have not seen anyone
use the new vending machines.
First year Criminal
Justice major Nick Martin
stopped smoking last semester.
Martin believes that the smokefree policy has had good results.
“Smoking has decreased because
of the policy, and soda machines
are a good replacement since it’s
better than smoking.”
Vanessa Nilsson, second
semester Business Administration
major, said “I am not a smoker
myself, so I don’t really care about
what the policy says.”
In regards to the new
use of the smoking huts, Nilsson
disapproves of the initiative. “I do
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With the smoking huts serving as shelter for vending machines, students get sodas while smoking around campus.

believe that Mercer made a wrong
decision with the soda since it isn’t
good for you. They should have
added something more healthy,
such as healthy snacks.”
Elise Delporte, a smoker
and second year Hotel Restaurant
and Institution Management
major, also sees financial motives
at the heart of the policy change.
“Everything is about money at
Mercer, and I don’t think the
smoke-free policy is that great”
said Delporte.
Delporte also disagrees
with the placement of vending
machines around campus. “ I
think that they [Mercer] want us

fat. The vending machines don’t
really have anything healthy, the
cafeteria neither. Yet, they are
worried about us smoking?! They
do it to make money. That’s the
big issue.”
Delporte
says
she
“respects the rules” by not
smoking on campus, but “still sees
people who smoke on campus
without any penalty.”
The penalty for offenders,
as stated on the Mercer website is
“$25 for the first offense, $50 for
the second offense, and $100 for
each subsequent offense.”
Security Commanding
Officer Michael Flaherty is

ultimately responsible for issuing
fines for smoking on campus.
Flaherty told the VOICE that no
fines have been issued.
“A few warnings have
been given to students smoking
on campus, but no actual fines.
The students know the policy and
are very understanding. We would
rather educate the students who
don’t know about the policy than
give fines,” explained Flaherty.
Bryon
Marshall,
Director of Security says he “is
seeing a compliance among the
students,” and that he believes “
the vending machines are a good
avenue for convenience.”

MCCC offers scholarships but students are unware
By Stephen Harrison and
Carl Fedorko
Senior Reporters

The deadline for Continuing
Studies scholarship application
enrollment is going to be
extended from April 7 to
September 15 beginning in 2014
by the College Advancement
Department at Mercer County
Community College.
Tatiana Dodge, an
Administrative Specialist at
MCCC, says of the decision to
extend the application deadline
by more than five months, ‘Some
students decide in May ‘I’m going
to go to a four year (school),’ and
then over the summer they make
the decision to stay at home.
They shouldn’t be cut from that
application deadline.”
Kay Eaton, Director of
Grants and Special Projects, says
“Seeing the need the students
had, we made a very intentional
decision to extend the deadline
for students...to put in their
application”
Eaton has temporarily
assumed
responsibility
for
the scholarship process. Amy
Frangione, who was the Manager
of Development at MCCC and
oversaw the scholarship process,

vacated that position at the end
of July this past summer.
Though the deadline is
extended, Eaton says “If I were
counseling a student, I would
always counsel them to [put in
their application] earlier. They
(the teachers who help award
scholarships) may want to look
at what’s in the system before
they leave for the summer, and
you can’t control that.”
MCCC
offers
two
different types of scholarships:
continuing studies scholarships,
which are awarded to students
who are going to continue to
enroll in classes, and graduating
scholarships, which are awarded
to graduating students.
According
to
the
College Advancement Office
there are currently 102 different
types of continuing studies
scholarships and 22 graduating
scholarships available, though
the total number of scholarship
types available can vary from year
to year. Included in the 124 total
scholarship types are 28 different
degree-specific scholarships.
Students can apply for
scholarships they are eligible
for by using the Mscholarships
section of the school website
(www.mccc.edu).
The
Mscholarships
link is located by clicking on

PHOTO | ZAC SANTANELLO
Kay Eaton, Director of Grants and Special Projects on September 18th, 2013.

“Seeing the need
the students had,
we made a very
intentional decision
to extend the deadline
for students...to put in
their application”
- Kay Easton,
Director of Grants and Special
Projects

the financial aid link under the
student services menu.
In a survey of fifty MCCC
students by the VOICE, thirty

eight percent of respondents
were not aware that the college
offered scholarships, and eighty
six percent of respondents did
not know that the Mscholarships
web portal existed.
Of
the
nineteen
respondents who were unaware
of the scholarships offered by
Mercer, fourteen said they now
believed they would apply for
one.
First
semester
undeclared major, Lee D’Amato
says “If I had money from a
scholarship, I’d only work my
butt off a little bit, I wouldn’t
have to work on my time off.”
First semester liberal

arts major Essence Amos was
unaware of scholarships offered
through the school when asked
by the VOICE. “I should know
about the scholarships” said
Amos.
Third semester nursing
major Nqueita Mentee knew
about the scholarships when
asked by the VOICE, but said
about the schools advertising
efforts, “Other than having it on
their website, if someone doesn’t
check or go looking for it they
won’t know.”
In addition to extending
the deadline for scholarship
application, Dodge says the
school is planning on increasing
their outreach and awareness
efforts. Dodge says some new
initiatives could include hosting
training sessions for students and
faculty and advertising through
official school social media.
“More students need
to apply for scholarships
because the money is there and
I feel students could be better
informed about how to get it...
the office exists to help students
who have trouble financing their
education” says Dodge.
“It would be a good
thing to have, it would look good
on your records.”
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MCCC Game Designer students launch game on Apple App Store
By Russ Chizek
Senior Reporter

The Automatic Gentlemen, LCC
were already running behind
schedule for their trip to the
Too Many Games convention in
Philadelphia, and the game wasn’t
downloading.
“Why does this have
to happen now?” pleaded Matt
Guido, one half of The Automatic
Gentlemen. “What could possibly
be wrong with it?”
The car was packed and
ready to go and the iPad and
Nexus 7 tablet versions were up
and running, but the iPhone
version of Lunch War refused to
finish its download.
The problem was that
the game file’s size was too big to
download outside the range of a
Wi-Fi network and Guido had
walked just out of range.
Guido looked up at
John-Paul Yunque, the other half
of The Automatic Gentlemen, and
motioned that they needed to go
back inside to try and let Lunch
War, the mobile game created
by the duo, finish downloading
before leaving for the convention.
While trying to reset
the game’s download, Testflight,
a program for mobile developers
to use to test their games out
before it’s available for purchase,
stopped working altogether. The
Automatic Gentlemen would have
to show off their game without the
ability to let anyone play it on the
platform where it would likely sell
more copies than any other.
Lunch War is a mobile
“arcade shoot ‘em up” video game
developed by Matt Guido and
John-Paul Yunque, both second
year Game Design majors at
Mercer. Together, the two make up
The Automatic Gentlemen, LLC.
The game was initially

John-Paul Yunque and Matt Guido set up their booth at Too Many Games in Philadelphia.

conceived by Guido and
Yunque as their final project for
GAM120 – Game Theory and
Culture, but work continued on
the game outside of class. After
some setbacks and delays, the
game successfully launched on
the Apple App Store on July 26,
2013 and is currently still in
development for Android devices.
In Lunch War, the player
controls a lunch lady who throws
apples at students to prevent them
from eating fudgesicles. As the
game progresses the game gives
the player increasingly more
difficult waves of students to clear.
In class, Mercer Game
Design Coordinator Ric Giantisco
asks his students to create ideas
for different types of games.
“One was for either a
school themed game or a shoot
‘em up, like a Galaga or Centipede
type of game.” said Guido.
“We came up with this

idea for this lunch lady who
would throw food at kids, we
talked outside of class and agreed
that we wanted to do it, we asked
Professor Giantisco if we could
work as a team because everyone
else worked solo. He told us we
would have to put in twice the
effort if that was case, to which
we said “Yes, Professor Giantisco,
naturally.” Yunque said.
“Matt and JP were really
into it, really came together, and
really worked together,” said
Giantisco. “They started out
simple and gradually expanded.
What was particularly impressive
was how committed they became.”
While Guido and
Yunque were able to get the
game finished in order to meet
the deadline for their class
assignment, but more work was
required in order to launch the
game on mobile devices.
“We tried to get it to run
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on an iphone as extra credit for
the final project, but were only
able to get it running on flash on
the computer before class ended.”
said Yunque.
After class had ended,
The Automatic Gentlemen moved
the development of the game to
a program called Stencyl which
would give them the ability to
launch the game on both Android
and iOS mobile devices.
“There was a time, late
last year, when it was done. We
thought we were going to release
it around Christmas, and we
thought we were going to be
submitting it.” said Yunque.
“There were problems
out of our control with Stencyl
that were going to end up holding
us back.” said Guido.
“We figured since we
missed the December release
date that we might as well keep
working.” said Yunque

During the extra time
they spent working on the game,
Guido and Yunque took it on the
road to several game conventions
to get feedback on how the game
was coming along.
“We’ve taken the game
to Indiecade in Queens, NY, and
got a bunch of great feedback
from PAXEast [gaming event] in
Boston, so we figured it wasn’t all
that bad that it got delayed.” said
Yunque.
At a conference called
“Two5Six” in Brooklyn, Guido and
Yunque were able to get Michael
Futter, News Editor for Game
Informer, to play Lunch War.
“As he was playing it, he
seemed to enjoy it, and he played
the entire demo, which most
people don’t do,” said Guido.
Michael Futter liked
the game and told the Mercer
students that he would write an
article about them. “ He told us
it was really cool, and he started
listing off things that he wanted
us to send him, and he told us to
expect an article up by monday
night. We asked if he was joking,
but he assured us he was serious,”
said Guido.
In his article on Game
Informer’s website, Futter said,
“Guido and Yunque asked if I
would play their game then and
there.They were clearly nervous,
but they didn’t need to be. Their
game, Lunch War, is an addictive
and enjoyable homage to the titles
of my youth, including Centipede
and Space Invaders.”
According
to
the
Automatic Gentlemen, as soon as
some Stencyl bugs are ironed out,
they are expecting to launch the
Android version of Lunch War.
“We made a game, got it
out there, made some invaluable
industry connections so far, we’re
feeling motivated to keep on
making games.”

New policy: students have seven days to drop a class and get a refund
By Deanna Rizziello
Reporter

A new student refund and
late registration fee policy was
approved by the Mercer County
Community College Board of
Trustees, effective summer 2013.
Mercer is now only
offering full refunds for students
who drop their course before the
start date. Full refunds once the
course has begun are no longer
available.
The new policy offers
students a 50 percent refund for
classes dropped within the first
seven days of a 15 week term. For
shorter terms students have two
days to decide. The fall semester
officially started on August 24th.
If a student has to
withdrawal from classes due to a
medical illness, family tragedy or
other severe situations, the student
is eligible for a full refund. In this
instance, the student would need
to provide proper documentation
and get special approval from
the Registrar and the Dean of
Students.

“During the first week of class, if they wanted to
drop a class and add another class, if this is done
at the same time there is no cost to them. But the
change has to be done at the same time.”
- Susan Zambrio, VP of Academic Operations

Assistant Vice President
of Academic Operations, Susan
Zambrio, expressed that it is
important for students to know
that “during the first week of class,
if they wanted to drop a class and
add another class, if this is done
at the same time there is no cost
to them. But the change has to be
done at the same time.”
Zambrio explained, in
a phone interview, some of the
reasons for the change by saying
“We determined that students
found the old policy was confusing
and it also prevented students
from getting a seat into popular
classes, such as the sciences.”
According to Zambrio,
a committee was put in charge
of creating the new policies once
the college transitioned to a new
computer system last year.The

transition gave the administrative
staff of different departments the
opportunity to evaluate existing
policies at Mercer.
The committee consisted
of various departments such as
finance, academic affairs, bursar,
registrar’s office, student affairs
and academic operations.
“It
was
a
real
collaborative team that was
put together,” Zambrio said.
The committee had also been
comparing policies of other
community colleges to see what
had worked well for their school.
Once a final draft of the policy was
formed it was sent to a member of
the executive team to present to
the board of trustees for approval.
“It wasn’t a decision that
was made lightly.” Zambrio said.
“We tried to look at all sides of it

[the new policy].”
The Board of Trustees
also approved a change in the Late
Registration Fee Policy. Previously,
students who registered a week
before the term started were
charged a $35 dollar fee. Now,
only students who register on the
first day of the term or later will be
charged for late registration.
A Voice survey of 30
Mercer students revealed that
27 percent of the surveyed knew
about the change in policy.
Taylor Cohen, first
year Communications Major,
said “I like the change to the late
registration policy because it gives
more time to students to register
for their classes without feeling
pressured knowing they will have
to pay a fee if they are registering
close to the starting semester.”
Allison Quigley, Liberal
Arts Major stated “I really like the
new late registration fee policy and
think it’s very student friendly.”
While some students
said they are satisfied with the new
late registration fee policy, others
expressed discontent with the new

refund policy.
Vannesa Olivo, Biology
major, said “Students shouldn’t
have deadlines when deciding
whether to stay in a class. A full
refund should be given no matter
when they decide.”
Mercer student Kara
Breazeau said “Students shouldn’t
be penalized if they decide they
don’t like a class they registered
for.”
The college’s website
addresses what will happen if
courses are dropped after the
refund eligibility date by stating
“A course dropped anytime after
refund eligibility for that course
will be processed as a withdrawal.
No refund of tuition or fees will
be made to a student who is
withdrawn from a course by an
instructor due to non-attendance
or who is dismissed from the
college for cause.”
The
website
also
explains that dropped classes
or withdrawals can cause
adjustments to financial aid that
can result in a balance being due
to the college for tuition.
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The VOICE staff recently went out to ﬁnd out what Mercer students thought about the New Jersey
Supreme Courts recent decision that texters could be found liable in a civil lawsuit if a person
they are texting has a car accident. Here’s what you had to say.

Joykrystyna Mance

Christopher Gilleo

Brandon Winston

Business Administration Major

Criminal Justice Major

Liberal Arts Major

“I don’t feel it’s right. I wouldn’t know if

“It should be a case by case basis. Someone

“The person should have enough self control

they’re driving. It would be different if you

should wait for a response if they know a friend

not to respond. I’d feel like it was bullshit that

knew they were driving or if they were coming

is driving. Judges should use discretion.”

I’d be getting into trouble and I didn’t even

to meet you.”

know they were driving.”

Shavon White

Erik Harueson

Mollie Miller

Liberal Arts Major

Business Administration Major

Nursing Major

“Doesn’t make sense if they chose to text me

“If I knew they were driving I’d feel bad. If not

“Not fair if I don’t know if they are driving. I

back. I wouldn’t text back if I knew they were

its their fault. If I was charged my defense in

don’t think the law was thought through very

driving.”

court would be the text is really important.”

well because how would I know if they were
driving or not. It’s not my fault that you’re
dumb for answering.”
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MCCC Sports at a Glance

Women’s Tennis Hopes to Improve as Season Progresses
Kyle Kondor
Senior Reporter

Marc Vecchiolla has been coaching
the Mercer women’s tennis team ever
since the program returned from an
11-year hiatus in 1997. Unfortunately,
coach is one of the only experienced
positions on this team.
This year’s roster only
consists of six players, which is
enough to fill a tennis teams’
starting lineup. Two players on
the team are completely new to
the game, and Salomey Owusu
and Nataly Hernandez are the
team’s’ only returning players.
Freshman Valerie Gapco, who was
a Nottingham High tennis stand
out last year, will take over as the
team’s number one player.
“It’s going to be a very
challenging year for us. We just
want the girls to have a lot of fun,
work hard, and not really be so
results based oriented in terms of
wins and losses.” said Vecchiolla.
In 2012, the team finished
third in the region tournament
with an overall record of 5 and 4.
This year’s team will try for similar
success, but they’ll have to do so
without Eva Szyszko, who was the
team’s number one player last year.
Vecchiolla
remains
optimistic about this year’s
inexperienced team, saying, “we’ll
work a lot on the basics and
hopefully a month from now when
the region tournament starts, we’ll
be much improved compared to
where we are today.”

Returning Tennis Player Salomy Owusu returns a volley against Ocean County Community College.

Men’s Soccer Eyes National Championship
Kevin Xavier
Senior Reporter

After falling to Monroe
College of the Bronx two-nil
in the final 8 of the National
Championship
Tournament
in 2012, head coach Widmarc
Dalce says he expects his team
to “go all the way this season”.
The Vikings have started
up and down this season with
a record of 2-1-1. “We are not
where we need to be yet,” Dalce
told the VOICE, “this is no time
to fool around and we need
to improve to be the team we
expect to be.”
According
to
Dalce,
known to the team as Coach
Tigana, there is no one player
that stands out on this year’s
team. This is a stark contrast to
last year’s squad which had All-

American and Region 19 Player
of the Year Sascha Haecker.
Haecker, a defender, along
with midfielder Kelvin Flores
were named the top 2 players in
the Region in 2012. Three other
Viking defenders, Ben Asor,
Mbeki Johnson, and goalkeeper
Ruben Morales, have all moved
on after earning 2nd Team AllRegion Honors last season.
The Vikings and their
coaching staff prefer to “keep it
simple,” says coach Tigana, and
that is evident from their focus
in practice and games on the
fundamentals of a good touch,
or how to defend free kicks. The
club’s 4-4-2 formation is the most
common in all of soccer, and it
is one of the simpler things that
Coach Tigana feels will propel
this team to more competitive
play.
Returning
midfielder/

defender Nana Osei is a
returning starter and captain
for the 2013 campaign. “He is
complete,” Coach Tigana said,
leaning back in his chair, “Nana
is the engine of the team.”
Osei and Dalce have
been working together for 13
years now after Dalce coached
the team captain in club ball
throughout his adolescence.
This familiarity has Tigana
comfortable with Osei passing
his message and system to other
players on the field.
“He [Osei] knows my
system”, Coach Tigana told the
VOICE, “he can assist other
players in learning that there is
a right way to play this game at
this level”.
The Vikings look to turn
their coaches system into a
National Championship for
Mercer Men’s Soccer.

Women’s Cross Country Aims for Region 19 Title
Kevin Xavier
Senior Reporter

The Mercer Women’s Cross
Country team is looking to
improve on their 2012 record this
fall and head coach Erin CahillWetzel is hopeful that the Lady
Vikings will do so.
The team finished in 2nd
place at last year’s Region 19
tournament and Cahill-Wetzel
is anticipating a jump in 2013.

“My expectations are for a better,
stronger team than we have ever
had,” the 4th year coach told the
VOICE, “I think this is the best
shape that all the runners have
been in heading into preseason.”
The season is now underway.
The Lady Vikings finished 3rd out
of nine teams at the Delaware
Valley College (DVC) Invitational
held on Saturday August 31st.
Four of the teams runners
from last year have re-joined this

years squad. Diana Taveras, who
is one of the runners in her second
season with the team, finished 7th
overall at the DVC Invitational.
Her freshmen teammates Cai-Cai
Hahn, finished 20th, and Hixlayne
Cuetia-Rodriguez finished 24th.
Cahill-Wetzel stated that
Taveras, Hahn, and CuetiaRodriguez are three of the teams
top five runners. The other two
rounding out the top five are
freshman Lindsey Vasquez, and

PHOTO | ZAC SANTANELLO

Women’s Soccer Seeks Revenge
Kyle Kondor
Senior Reporter

The women’s soccer team has begun
their 2013 season with hope that
they’ll exceed last years 12-5-1 record
and return back to the Regional
Finals, which they reached last year
only to lose in a penalty shoot out to
long-time rival Burlington.
Amongst the list of players that
won’t be returning this year are
defenders Alyssa Donahue, Camille
Little and Chelsea Arnold, who were
key to the team’s success in 2012.
That was apparent in the team’s first
game of this season, as they were
defeated by Brookdale 6-0.
“We have a lot of players this
year who are trying hard to learn
how to become a college soccer
player versus a high school player.
Once that clicks we’ll be off and
running,” said Coach Michelle
Ogborn-Haywood, who’s in her
third year as coach of the team.
“We have a lot of talent but it just
hasn’t quite come together yet.”
A few returning players that

have already made the adjustment
are the team captains: goalie Jackie
Laurenti, and forwards Taylor
Wright and Rachel Martinez.
Laurenti finished the season
amongst the state leaders in saves
and earned Second Team All-Garden
State Athletic Conference (GSAC).
Martinez earned First Team AllGSAC, First Team All-Region, and
most importantly, she led the team in
goals, despite being injured for about
a month of the season.
Martinez
expressed
her
confidence in this year’s team
saying, “we haven’t been playing
together very long, but we’ve been
working so well together. So as
the games progress so will we. We
look forward to getting back to
the finals and finishing what we
didn’t finish last year.”
One game that the team
has circled on the schedule is
its September 28th match-up
versus Burlington. This will
be the first meeting between
the two teams since last year’s
championshipgame.

Karizma Brown who was a part of
last years team.
Taveras, a Hightstown High
product, finished 8th in the region in
2012. That was good enough to earn
her First-Team All-Region honors.
The Lady Vikings were not
as impressive in their second meet
at the Highlander Invitational
at Core Creek in Langhorne,
Pennsylvania. The team finished
7th overall with top 40 finishes
from Cuetia-Rodriguez and Hahn.

Other runners on the coach’s
watch list include returning
runners Kira Constantino, also
from Hightstown, and Melissa
Clair from North Burlington, as
well as freshmen Jerlin Fernandez
and Rebeckah Sanchez, both from
Nottingham High.
Cahill-Wetzel has high
hopes for this team in the fourth
year since the program was
brought back to Mercer County
Community College.
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Mercer Baseball’s new recruits add depth to existing talent
By Kevin Xavier
Senior Reporter

After
suffering
another
disappointing loss in the Region
19 tournament last May to
Lackawanna College 4-3, the
Mercer Baseball program is
continuing to stockpile talent.
With the team still
hunting for it’s first region title
since 2008, Coach Kevin Kerins
and his staff have brought in over
20 new recruits to the college’s
West Windsor Campus for the
upcoming 2014 season.
“Recruiting is one of the
most important parts of my job.”
Kerins said, “you are always going
to lose talent, it’s the coaching
staff ’s responsibility to get that
talent back”.
In the 2014 recruiting
class there are three All-State
players expected to lend a large
contribution to the pursuit of a
Region 19 championship crown
this spring.
The first of which is
Dave Osnato, a catcher, who at
Hamilton West set the all-time
hits mark for a career with 144,
passing former Vikings baseball
coach Matt Wohlski’s 15-year
old record. Osnato is expected to
compete for the catching job this
season.
Another All-State player
and Hamilton West recruit is
Brandon Kirk, an infielder who
hit nine home runs in his senior
year. Kirk is expected to fill in at
shortstop.
The third All-State
recruit is Eddie Ashley of Steinert
High School. Ashley is expected
to see some time in the outfield.
Returning Sophomore
Heath Filmeyer (.270 Avg., 18
RBIs, and 25 runs scored in 2012)
was drafted in the 28th round
by the Colorado Rockies in this
year’s Major League Baseball
Amateur Draft, but did not
sign his contract offer. He will
be returning to Mercer for the
2014 campaign. Filmeyer played
mostly at shortstop in 2013, but
Coach Kevin Kerins expects
to use him much more on the
mound this season.
“Sometimes these kids
don’t get the offer they are looking
for,” Coach Kerins told the
VOICE, “with Heath [Filmeyer]

PHOTO | SAM FOSTER

Viking freshman infielder Brandon Kirk practices fielding during the September 18, 2013 practice.

pitching more this season, his
draft stock should improve”.
Filmeyer features a fastball that
reaches 93 MPH.
The
Vikings
also
strengthened the pitching depth
with Freshman lefties Zack
Sharpe and Joe Burgund. Sharpe
is a Bucks County native and
Burgund comes to West Windsor
from Staten Island.
These arms are expected
to assist standout Ben Stine who
finished last season with a 3.24
earned run average and has a
fastball clocked by the coaching
staff at 88MPH. “Ben is going
to be our moose [workhorse]
this season”, said Kerins, “he is a
great kid, who works his ass off.
Once he realizes who he can be,
and who he is, and he takes the
mound with that presence, I think
doors are really going to open up
for him.”
Jimmy Rice, an infielder
from Immaculata High School in

Bridgewater, turned down a D-1
scholarship from Wagner to study
and play ball at Mercer. Kerins
describes Rice as “a great kid, who
I think is going to be a real nice
player for us”.
Kerins told the VOICE,
“with Heath [Filmeyer] getting
more time on the mound this
season I think he [Rice] will
have an opportunity to grab that
shortstop role and second base
role”.
Another key returning
player from 2013 is Mark Tomei,
a newly minted Captain for the
Vikings who had a .380 batting
average in 2013. Coach Kerins
told the Voice that Tomei is
beginning to get some draft looks
of his own.
The other new captain is
Steven Todd, who is returning at
first base. The Hunterdon County
native is expected to provide good
defense and a solid bat along with
the leadership his title.

PHOTO | SAM FOSTER
Mercer Vikings’ freshman catching recruit,
Dave Osnato works on a defensive drill
during the September 18, 2013 practice.

PHOTO | SAM FOSTER
Freshman infielder, Brandon Kirk, takes
grounders during the September 18, 2013
practice.

“All these players come
from competitive high school
programs”, Assistant Coach
and Pennsylvania Recruiting
Coordinator Fred Carella told the
VOICE adding, “their presence

will help create the atmosphere
needed to make everyone better”.
The 2014 recruiting
class has talent in spades, and the
Vikings will need it to contend for
a Region 19 title.

NEW RECRUITS:

PHOTO | SAM FOSTER
Mercer Vikings’ freshman infielder
Brandon Kirk.

PHOTO | SAM FOSTER
Mercer Vikings’ freshman outfielder
Eddie Ashley.

PHOTO | SAM FOSTER
Mercer Vikings’ freshman catcher Dave
Osnato.
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Graffiti Jam: Building
By Kevin Xavier
Senior Reporter

As you walk along the left
side of Terracycle’s World
headquarters you can smell
the paint, and hear the aerosol cans clicking as the artists shake them like a baby’s
rattle. Loud colors decorate
the walls, neon pinks and
greens combined with electric blues and burnt orange.
On Saturday August 10, the
eighth annual “Graffiti Jam”
was held at Terracycle on
New York Avenue in North
Trenton. From toddlers to
middle-aged men, males and
females alike, more than 600
people walked the grounds
of the property between
Hillside Avenue and Sylvester Street.
Dave “Mek” Klama, native of Chambersburg, has
been laying paint on the

walls of Trenton for over 10
years now. “This event is really positive.” Mek preached,
“You kind of associate graffiti with crimes and issues
like that, but it’s like any
other event where everybody is into the same thing
and everyone vibes on the
same thing.”
The vibe was unmistakable; love of art was the central theme. From the vendors selling tee shirts and
work on canvas, to the DJ
spinning rhythmic hip-hop
beats that put a little swagger in the step of all who attended.
The Graffiti Jam is here
to prove that Trenton is
more than the scandals and
violence statistics we read
about every day.This budding community is made up
of men and women from the
inner city, to the suburbs of
the greater Trenton area, all
of them sharing one passion:
Art.
The art these individuals

“

“This is for us
by us,” he said,
pulling his long
dreads back from
his face and tying
them behind his
head...

”

PHOTO | SAM FOSTER

PHOTO | SAM FOSTER

practice, although not uncommon, is heavily stigmatized. But these artists are
letting their work change the
social perception of graffiti.
Leon “Rain” Rainbow is
responsible for bringing all
this together, “this is really
fun for me, not just to participate, but to host all these
talented artists,” Rain said
with his painter’s mask dangling from his neck, “to see
all this art is inspiring. Every
year it gets better.”
Diamond Van Liew, a jewelry vendor from Trenton,
told the VOICE “this is my
first time attending as a vendor and it is a great opportunity to display my art, just
like the graffiti artists here,
but it’s a little different than
the past years I have attended.”
Different because Van
Liew’s husband, known simply as N.A.M., which stands
for “No One After Me,” is an
accomplished graffiti artist
in his own right, but he took
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g the Aerosol Empire
the day off from his passion
to assist his wife in the marketing of her handmade jewelry line.
The VOICE asked N.A.M.
what made this event different from other events in the
Trenton area: “This is for
us by us,” he said, pulling
his long dreads back from
his face and tying them behind his head “this is a wellrounded hip-hop event.” He
continued, “it just shows
you how everything is connected…without the beats
you really can’t get in your
groove to paint and without the paint you don’t have
inspiration for rappers to
come up with lines.” N.A.M.
stated as he admired a mural
across from him, eyes beaming.
This was not only an event
attended by those in the
Trenton area. The “Graf ”
culture has a following up
and down the east coast.
Artists, and those who appreciate their work, traveled

from as far north as Rochester, NY and as far south
as D.C. to this little corner
in Trenton, next door to a
home that had been condemned and boarded up.
Ron Guida, a Philadelphia
resident, took the 35 minute
ride up Route 1 to satisfy his
“intense curiosity.” Guida
shared, “I had never really
seen real graffiti before and
I wanted to see what it was
like.” Guida was impressed
saying “these are like murals. They look beautiful,
some of these,” he paused,
”I don’t know what they say,
but it looks cool”.
Guida was referring to the
Artist’s ‘pieces’, which is an
artistic twist on the signature of the artist, sometimes
in block-lettering that borders on illegible, but is elaborate in its design and color
palette. Graffiti artists are
generally divided into those
who paint letters, or pieces,
and those who paint characters or realism.

Jim, a.k.a. “Mok” traveled
down from Danbury, Connecticut to spray the walls of
Terracycle, and he touched
on the spiritual aspects of
the graffiti culture, saying
“there is something really
subversive about graffiti because, some of the lines, you
really have to step into them.
It’s almost like dancing,”
Mok told the VOICE, pulling his protective mask from
his mouth.
“I like the comparison to
Kung-Fu better because it
has such a spiritual aspect
to it”, he expounded, “when
they taught Kung-Fu in the
old world you would have to
learn your training through
calligraphy. I found that correlation between lettering
and something as interactive
as martial arts to be fascinating, and lettering for graffiti
is no different”.

The Jersey Fresh Jam is an
annual event held at Terracycle
in Trenton, NJ. This years event
took place Saturday August 10.
Admission to the event was free
but attendees were asked to bring
non-parisheable food that was
donated to Mercer Street Friends
Food Bank.
PHOTO | SAM FOSTER

“

You can smell the paint, and
hear the aerosol cans clicking
as the artists shake them like a
baby’s rattle.

”
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PROFILE:Passion for Photography landed her an internship with National Geographic
Grace Spencer

By Kyle Kondor
Senior Reporter

Grace Spencer was 15 years
old when she discovered
photography at the Appel Farm
Arts camp. At the time she had
no idea that one day her passion
for photography would take her
to London, England for a twoweek internship with National
Geographic.
An 18 year-old Fine
Arts Photography major in her
first semester at Mercer, Spencer
can ordinarily be seen looking
through the viewfinder of a
camera, taking more photos to
add to her already extraordinary
collection.
She wasn’t your typical
Hightstown High student, as her
love for taking pictures always had
her working on an extra project
or challenge that was given to
her by her art teachers. Her talent
and dedication for photography
landed her the opportunity to
take part in a two-week (July
1-12) internship this past summer
with National Geographic.
“I was overwhelmed
when I got the opportunity to
go on this trip because I realized
how serious it was. It took me like
three weeks to absorb the fact that
I was going on a trip like this one,”
said Spencer.
Spencer was the only
New Jersey resident that attended
the internship which hosted
30 students from all over the
world. The students stayed at the
University of London and were
broken up into seven groups, each
of which had its own mentor.
Wo r l d - r e n o w n e d
documentary
photographer
Anastasia Taylor-Lind mentored
Spencer’s group that consisted
of students from Hong-Kong,
Dubai, and cities all over the U.S.
When asked what she
thought of Grace’s opportunity,
her mother, Lynn Spencer said,
“come on, I mean any mother
would be thrilled. It was really a
fantastic experience for her.”
During the trip to
London, National Geographic
assigned Spencer three different
stories to work on, one of which
was about Aerial Photography.
Spencer said that was her favorite
assignment, but she described
how much she enjoyed the
amount of street performers that
she was able to interact with in
London.
“The first day we went
out shooting at South Bank, which
is right next to the London Eye,
and there were all of these street
performers. I was watching this
man make humongous bubbles.
He had two humongous sticks
with rope tied between them, and
he dipped it in soapy water and
ran around with bubbles. I paid
him for it so he ran up and bubble
slapped me. I got one of my best
shots of the entire trip that day,”
said Spencer.
Spencer
particularly

As part of the internship, students had to take photos with a specific theme. Spencer chose motion and this image was part of a National
Geographic exhibit in London.

“I was overwhelmed when I got the
opportunity to go on this trip because I
realized how serious it was. It took me
like three weeks to absorb the fact that I
was going on a trip like this one,”
- Grace Spencer

PHOTO | GRACE SPENCER
Man makes bubbles in the streets of London. Spencer took this photo during her internship with National Geographic.

enjoys taking photos of buildings.
She said that one day during the
trip she saw a door that caught
her eye immediately. So she set up
her tripod and sat in front of the
door for about an hour and a half
in the blazing sun, taking all sorts
of photos and videos.
“We were given a lot
of freedom on the trip, so in the
afternoon when the light was
good I would just go out and

shoot,” said Spencer.
At the end of the trip,
the students chose their favorite
photos taken by others, and
the photos they chose were
then displayed at a National
Geographic exhibition in London.
The photos they chose had to fit
a specific theme. The photos that
Spencer had on display at the
exhibition fit a “motion” theme.
The
National

Geographic gig isn’t the only
résumé builder Spencer has had
to this point. When she was
17-years-old, she returned to
the camp that jump-started her
fascination with photography
to teach seven to ten year-olds
how to do what she enjoys. She’s
also an honorable mention and
ranks in the top 14 percent of
10,000 in Photographer’s Forum
Magazine, which is an award-

PHOTO | GRACE SPENCER

winning publication edited for
the emerging pro.
When
asked
what
she enjoys so much about
photography, Grace Spencer
replied, “the ability to make
people shut up when they look at
your pictures is really satisfying.”
“My house is a shrine,
everywhere you look there’s a
picture that Grace took,” says her
mother, Lynn Spencer.
Spencer gives credit
to her parents and two of her
Hightstown High School teachers,
Heather Lisk and Casandra Fox,
for keeping her motivated and
working with her as mentors.
Casandra Fox has been
teaching English, Humanities,
and Art electives at Hightstown
for 10-years. “What impressed
me the most about Grace was
how well she knew herself at such
a young age. Grace told me in the
first week of school her freshman
year [of high school] that she
wanted to be a photographer,
and right now she is living that
dream.” said Fox.
Not only is Grace a
phenomenal photographer, but
she also knows three languages,
plays seven instruments, and she’s
had the opportunity to visit four
different countries outside of the
U.S.
Spencer already took a
pre-college photography course
at Moore College of Art and
Design in Philadelphia, and is
currently attending Mercer on a
full scholarship that she earned
through her dad’s job at an
Icelandic Seafood Company.
It has always been her
dream to attend Corcoran College
of Art and Design in Washington,
D.C., and if she’s accepted she
plans to do so after earning two
semesters worth of credits at
Mercer.
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How to:Triangle Design
Have you ever thought of yourself as someone crafty?
I hadn’t, until recently. Over the summer while I had free time,
I began to see things online that other people had made and
decided, “If they could do it, why couldn’t I?”
And let me tell you, most things really are just as simple
as that. “Why not?”
Throughout the summer I made a ﬂower crown
headband that lights up, hemmed my own skirt, learned how to
cook, dabbled in nail art, built my own orbit (a light up toy) from
scratch, played with hundreds of hair and makeup styles, etc…
So upon my return to the school paper I decided I
would try something new. Here’s a little test-run of my DIY (DoIt-Yourself), How-To column.
I thought I would start with something I know that I am
good at: nail art. For today’s article I’m going to give you step-bystep instructions on how to make an interesting triangle pattern.

What you’ll
need: Two colors of nail
polish
Top Coat
Scotch tape
Patience!

ANNA PINZOLO

Directions:

2.)

Choose your base coat. This
should typically be the lighter color.
Paint a solid base by wiping off the
excess paint, then swiping a vertical
line of color down the center of the nail.
Then fan out the color on either side
of the stripe, making sure to get all the
way to the edges. It usually will take two
coats of color to make a solid base.

PHOTOS | SAM FOSTER

1.)Prepare your nails to be painted.

This means stripping them of any
existing polish, ﬁlling them into your
prefered shape, bufﬁng ridges, etc.
Personally, I like to ﬁle my nails into
square tips and wash my hands
before I begin.
(Pro-tip: if you tend to get the polish
on the skin around your nail and
have a hard time getting it off, rub
vaseline on the ﬁnger right by the
nail. This will help it come off much
easier when it is dry.)

3.)

WAIT. This would be a good time
to go call your best friend and catch
up on every minute detail of her life.
You should wait at least 20 minutes
to make sure your nails are 100% dry
before going any further.
(Pro-tip: to check if your nails are dry
without ruining them, gently touch
two corners together. If they feel at all
sticky, they aren’t ready yet!)

5.)

Take
your
darker color and
paint the inside of
the triangle. It’s okay
to be messy--that’s
what the tape is for.
Just make sure that
the whole triangle is
covered. However,
it’s important here not to use too much polish. It’s a small area,
so use very, very little. You need this area to dry very well before
taking off the tape, so too much polish will take too long to dry
and the edges will not be as straight as you’d like.

6.)

WAIT yet again. This time call your
grandmother and ask her to explain her
last bingo game in great detail. Or, hey,
do some online shopping for some new
clothes to go with your fabulous new
nails. Whatever you decide, don’t touch
anything for at least 10 minutes. Again,
you want this area to be very dry so that
the lines will come out straight.

4.) Once your nails are good and dry,
it’s time to break out the tape. Take a
small piece of scotch tape and lay it
diagonally across the top of your nail.
Then take a second piece of tape and,
overlapping with the ﬁrst piece, lay it
diagonally across the nail in the other
direction. What you have left should be
an open triangle at the bottom of your
nail. You may have to play around with
the tape a few times to make sure it’s
centered and the size is how you like it.
(Pro-tip: push down on the edges of
the triangle to make sure there are
absolutely no air pockets that the paint
can seep under)

7.)

Once you think the
paint is dry, remove the top
piece of tape ﬁrst, pulling
slowly from bottom to the
over-lapping tip. It should
peel off easily and leave a
crisp, straight line. Then do
the same with the bottom
piece of tape, again from bottom to tip. What should be left is
a perfect little triangle! If the lines are not perfect because the
polish was still too wet, you should be able to push it around
gently to make it more even.

8.) Finally, carefully brush on a top
coat to smooth the layers down. I
highly recommend Sally Hansen
No-Chip, Quick Dry Top Coat.

9.) Go show your friends your awesome
nails and enjoy all the attention!
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Train in Vain? NJ is the Caboose of Railway Innovation
THE WAY IT

oligarchs.”
The fastest and most
efficient way to get Americans
out of cars is a fast, clean, wellconnected rail system. Currently
only one train in the country,
Amtrak’s Acela Express, routinely
travels over 100 miles per hour.
It only runs between Boston and
Washington, D.C., (the Northeast
Corridor) and is limited to a
maximum speed of 150 mph. It
has achieved 165 mph in Amtrak
sponsored test runs to determine
whether or not the existing track
can handle regular train operation
at such speeds.
That may sound fast,
but it’s only allowed to operate
at that speed for a total of 28
whole miles in Rhode Island
and Massachusetts. Compared
to trains in countries that fully
embrace high-speed rail, the Acela
moves in slow motion. French
trains circa 1954 could do 150
miles per hour. Modern Chinese,
Japanese and French trains easily
top 300 miles per hour.
Railroads built the West
back when Americans dreamed
big. The idea of rapid transit
without leaving the ground is
not a new idea in the US. In
1965 President Lyndon Johnson
signed the High Speed Ground

CARL FEDORKO
New Jersey desperately needs
high speed trains. More efficient
passenger rails will result in less
cars on the road to cause traffic
and pollute, as well as reduce
American dependence on fossil
fuels. Less stressful, cleaner, and
cheaper: this can be a reality
if New Jersey (and America)
embraces high speed rail.
On January 22, 2013
James S. Russell, Bloomberg
News Architecture Critic, wrote
“Dollars spent that get Americans
out of cars will ease traffic, save
money, reduce pollution, slow
global warming and make us
less vulnerable to volatile oil

Transportation Act. Part of
Johnson’s Great Society initiative,
the Act authorized 90 million
dollars in support of proposed
high speed rail infrastructure.
Adjusted for inflation, that’s
667.4 million dollars (according
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics
Inflation Calculator.)
While
signing
the
Act President Johnson said ”In
recent decades, we have achieved
technological miracles in our
transportation. But there is one
great exception. We have airplanes
which fly three times faster
than sound. We have television
cameras that are orbiting Mars.
But we have the same tired and
inadequate mass transportation
between our towns and cities that
we had 30 years ago.” Sadly. this
quote rings as true today as it did
in 1965.
As a result of the
bill, Metroliner trains began
service between New York and
Washington, D.C.in 1969. The
Metroliner trains could reach a
top speed of 120 miles per hour
and averaged 90.1 mph en route.
That’s a higher average speed
than the multi-billion dollar
Acela Express running today. So
why did the US spend billions
on new trains just to limit their

Thursday, October 17, 2013
5:30 to 7p.m.
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speed so much that the trip from
Manhattan to D.C. takes longer in
2013 than it did in 1969?
In New Jersey, Acela
is allowed to reach speeds up
to 135 miles per hour, meaning
that it barely outpaces Kingda
Ka, the fastest roller coaster in
the state at 128 miles per hour. If
people demand such speeds from
entertainment, isn’t it about time
they expect more expeditious and
efficient means of transportation?
Acela could theoretically
get you from NY-Penn Station
to Union Station in D.C in
96 minutes. It actuality takes
closer to 3 hours. This is utterly
unacceptable, considering the
cost of an Amtrak Acela ticket
tops 150 dollars. The lack of a
fairly inexpensive and fast mode
of transportation in the US makes
it clear why so many Americans
drive.
For those concerned
about cost, I will concede that
investment in infrastructure can
be costly. We are talking numbers
too big to imagine: billions of
dollars. Even worse, the benefits
of that type of investment aren’t
immediately palpable. But if not
now, when?
Such investment would
bring 40,000 annual construction

jobs to our region over the next 25
years (one million total) and 7,000
new permanent jobs, according to
an article by Lucy Vandenberg
written last year for NJSpotlight.
com.
The State is already
a massive hub for travel and
industry. Existing infrastructure
links New York, Pennsylvania,
Delaware and beyond with the 8
million New Jerseyans who wish
they would get out of the left
lane. Imagine a high speed rail
line running to the shore, thus
thinning out the Benny traffic
from the Turnpike and Parkway
every summer.
It’s time to embrace
change and be a leader, New
Jersey. Roadway improvements
are guaranteed to continually
inconvenience you. You deserve
better. Our State deserves better.
Our Country deserves better.
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About a year ago, Mercer
County Community College
decided to completely revamp
the computer software on
which the entire college
operates. The switch from
the Integrow system to the
Colleague system began over
the summer of 2013 “when
the atmosphere around the
college was less chaotic,”
according to Jim Gardner,
Mercer’s Public Relations
Manager. The switch is not
yet complete.
The fact that the software
is not yet fully in place is a
problem because it impacts
nearly every facet of the way
the school functions; from
your new and unimproved
My Mercer Portal to the way
financial aid is processed and
disbursed.
About a week before
going to press the VOICE
received word that some
students were having major
problems purchasing course
materials, so your humble
and long-suffering editorial
staff decided to look into the
matter. We intended to write
a feature on the new system
and the ways, positive or
negative, it was impacting
Mercer students.
Here’s the facts: Previously,
the college used a kind of
“financial aid debit card” that
enabled students to use their

AS I SEE IT

brazm@student.mccc.edu

VIKING 89.1?
contact
Ronald Saunders at
saundersr@student.mccc.edu

remaining financial aid (after
paying tuition, of course) to
purchase books and other
course materials at the
bookstore. Now, as a result of
the incomplete installation of
the Colleague system, Mercer
is no longer issuing the cards.
Their solution was to revert
back to actual paperwork
that says something like “this
student is allowed to spend
X amount of their remaining
financial aid on books, pens,
etc.” They call it the “voucher
system.” Executive Dean
for Student and Academic
Services, Dr. Diane Campbell
said, “my understanding is
that we’re going to be doing
vouchers until we get all of
the parts of the (Colleague)
system connected.” No one
interviewed was able to
give an answer as to when
Colleague will be fully
connected.
Student interviews
conducted by the VOICE
showed that students were
experiencing problems with
the voucher system.
Students said they were
only allowed one voucher per
day and that vouchers were
only valid on the day they
were issued. This means that
if the book you need isn’t in
stock, you have to go to the
Dean of Students and/or the
Bursars office to get a new

voucher every time you try
and purchase your book.
“ It’s annoying, I don’t like
how you have to get a new
one each time, and with two
forms of ID,” said Michelle
Gaveglia, first year Liberal
Arts major.
Jermaine Harvey, third
semester Information System
major told us how he “didn’t
get the books until two weeks
into class.”
The overall impression
we got from the student
interviews was the system is
an inefficient pain in the ass,
and there’s nothing we can
do about it but hurry up and
wait.
None of the Mercer
employees we contacted
could
corroborate
the
information obtained from
the student interviews. Most
wouldn’t even respond to our
interview requests.
The only Mercer employees
willing to speak to the VOICE
were Dr. Diane Campbell and
Jim Gardner. Campbell said
“There wasn’t a time that I
know about when students
could not have gotten
vouchers.”
Rather than answer our
questions in the interview,
Jim Gardner wrote down all
the questions we asked him,
saying that he “would contact
the appropriate people who

would have answers, and get
back to us.” He did. Gardner
said “After making a few
phone calls, it seems that
the Dean of Students (Diane
Campbell) is the best bet to
answer all of your questions.”
The VOICE interviewed
Dr. Campbell days before
Gardner, so we already knew
her answers to “all of our
questions.”
Vice President and Chief
Business Officer Jacob Eapen
could not be reached for
comment despite numerous
attempts to reach him. Lucia
Brown-Joseph,
MCCC
bursar, told the VOICE that
she was not permitted to
speak to us without approval
from the administration.
During an interview with
the VOICE, Jim Gardner
read from Mercer’s 2012
Annual Report “Colleague,
will allow more efficient
access to college services for
students and staff. The system
encompasses finance, human
resources, student tracking,
web services, and college
advancement.”
The purpose of the article
would have been to illustrate
the problems or issues
students were having with
the new voucher system. The
results of our investigation
were,
unfortunately,
inconclusive.

TOP 5: best eats in the Mercer Cafeteria
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SAM FOSTER
I find myself stuck on campus for
lengthy periods of time. Either
out of laziness or just having too
many obligations here on campus
I end up eating in the cafeteria

more frequently than I would like.
The West Windsor
campus cafeteria offers a decent
variety of food, but not exactly
what I would call smart choices.
The prices are alright. The down
side is that they only accept cash
or the meal card.
So, when I feel that
emptiness in my stomach, I grab
my meal card and go on a mission
to find something that will
pleasure my taste buds without
making me feel like I ate a bomb.
I’ve tried a fair amount
of the items offered at the cafeteria
and here is a list of my favorite
things to eat there.
5. Mongolian Grill $5.00
The great thing about
the Mongolian Grill is that you

have control over the ingredients
and the sauces so it’s totally to
your tastes. There’s usually good
selection of veggies and meats.
4. Cheesesteak $3.75
Sure, there are better
cheesesteaks around but when
you only have a few minutes
between classes or only have a
meal card it’s a filling option, and
the price is ok.
3. Buffalo Chicken Wrap
$4.00
I like spicy food, so the
Buffalo Chicken Wrap fills that
spicy food craving. To punch up
the spice, I add banana peppers,
blue cheese dressing and hot
sauce.
2. Salad Bar $.36 per .lbs
At $.36 per pound and

with a pretty decent selection of
toppings including greens and
proteins like grilled chicken and
boiled eggs, it’s a fairly healthy
alternative to the cafeteria’s less
healthy chicken nuggets, pizzas,
burgers, and fries. So if you are
a vegetarian or feel like you need
something healthy, go for it!
1. Oatmeal Raisin Cookie
$1.25
These are literally and
figuratively a hot item at the
Cafeteria. They go pretty fast
so get them when you see them.
They’ve got a great texture, the
perfect combination of chewy
with a little bit of crunchiness
from the oats. The raisins add a
nice sweet and sour counterpoint.

CORRECTIONS:

If you see an error of fact, please write to the editor at brazm@student.mccc.edu so that it can be veriﬁed and corrected. If you
would like to write a response to an article, again, contact the editor. Provided response ﬁts our policy guidelines that can be
found online, we will ensure that it is printed.

Editorial Policy:
The College VOICE is written and edited by students of Mercer County
Community College and published every 3 weeks . The material printed
in The College VOICE, be it articles, advertisements or opinion pieces,
does not necessarily represent the views of the editors, the faculty
adviser, staff, administration or the board of trustees of Mercer County
Community College. For more information visit the VOICE policy
manual online at www.mcccvoice.org/about/policy-manual/

Write to The College VOICE!
Do you have something to say? The College VOICE accepts letters to the
editor. Submission guidelines are printed in our policy manual at
www.mcccvoice.org/about/policy-manual/#Letters_to_the_Editor

How to contact us:

e-mail: brazm@student.mccc.edu
phone: (609) 586-4800 ext. 3594
write to: The College VOICE
Mercer County College
1200 Edinburg Rd
West Windsor, NJ 08550
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JUST 4 FUN

horoscopes

ASK THE VOICE: GOOD ANSWERS TO TOUGH QUESTIONS
Help is officers riding around
here! campus on Segways.
Where can I get one?
Sincerely,
-Two Wheels of Fury

Dear Voice,
I just got new neighbors
and they have two dogs
that will never shut up,
what should I do?
Sincerely,
-Who let the dogs out.
Dear whoever let the
dogs out,
My suggestion to you is
to drug them, but then
again I’ve never been
good with ideas.
-The VOICE
Dear Voice,
I’ve recently seen security

Classic Peanuts

Dear Two Wheels,
You can’t, but with all the
increased Segway traffic
I’m sure theirs an unused
golf cart of justice that
you could quote/unquote
“procure”.
-The VOICE
Dear Voice,
Another vending machine
ate my money. Why are
our vending machines so
ravenous for cash.
Sincerely,
Two Dollars Poorer
Dear Two Dollars Poorer,
We’re using the money to
buy more Segways.
-The VOICE

Dear VOICE,
Someones drugging my
dogs. I’m scared for for
their health, what should
I do?
Sincerely,
-The dog days are over
Dear Dog Days,
Join them, you won’t be
worried anymore.
-The VOICE
Dear VOICE,
I liked your sex column,
what happened?
Sincerely,
Sexless in September
Dear Sexless,
It’s still there, its just
encoded into our ops.
-The VOICE
______

NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS
FOR ENTERTAINMENT
PURPOSES ONLY. ANY
RESEMBLANCE TO
ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.

Capricorn

Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
Patience is virtue.
Persistence and hard
work will pay off in the
near future when the
opportunity for
promotion knocks at
your door.

Taurus

Apr. 20 - May 20
Put your phone on silent
and take a break from
technology. It is time to
reconnect with
nature and collect
your thoughts. The
rejuvenation of your soul
may bring with it clarity.

Virgo

Aquarius

Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
Someone you hold
near and dear will do
something unexpected.
Keep your eyes peeled
for unusual behaviors in
your inner circle; a big
surprise is coming your
way.

Gemini

May 21 - Jun. 20
Life is filled with big
decisions. Be sure to
way the pros and cons
carefully. If your
priorities are not in
proper order you may
end up sacrificing.

Libra

Pisces

Feb. 19 - Mar. 20
Don’t let the unknown
deter you from going
after your long term
goals. The alignment of
the stars shows success in
the upcoming weeks.

Cancer

Jun. 21 - Jul. 22
Try something new.
Pushing yourself to stray
out of your comfort zone
could very well
be what you need to find
inspiration and spark
your zest for life. Keep an
open mind.

Scorpio

Aries

Mar. 21 - Apr. 19
With Venus in retrospect,
a kind stranger is likely to
cross your path. Offer a
smile to a
passer-by or two, you
never know what
relationships will form
and change your life.

Leo

Jul. 23 - Aug. 22
Don’t be afraid to
speak your mind. Your
opinions matter and
should be heard. You
never know what change
you may bring to a
worthy matter just by
being honest.

Sagittarius

Aug. 23 - Sept. 22

Sept. 23 - Oct. 22

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Nov. 22 - Dec. 21

Follow your instincts,
they will never lead you
astray. If a situation is
causing you to
experience bad vibes,
back off. Not all
opportunities are the
right ones for you, others
will come your way.

Fall is shaping up to
be a significant season
for you. If you keep a
positive mind frame
and take each day in
stride you will attract all
that autumn has in store
for you.

Its time to let the right
people enter and exit
your life. Find the
courage to not only let
go of the ones who have
been holding you back
but to open up and let
those in you have
been keeping at bay.

Find some time to
explore new places and
meet new people.
You never know what
doors may open for you
by venturing out across a
bridge or a pond
and broadening your
horizons.

2X DILBERT AND GET FUZZY

